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The  Gospel 
Gives  Life  and 


by  President  David  0.  McKay 


For  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death;  but  to  be 
spiritually  minded  is  life  and  peace. 

— Romans  8:6. 

LIFE!  Peace!  What  glorious  words!  The  whole 
purpose  and  end  of  existence  is  life,  and  to 
obtain  in  that  life,  peace.  The  work  and  glory  of 
God  are  to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal 
life  of  man;  and  our  purpose,  wherever  we  may  be, 
is  to  live. 

I  believe  that  we  can  meet  our  young  people  on 
that  plane  and  appeal  to  them  and  show  them  that 
the  best  life,  the  happiest  life,  is  the  life  that  is 
prompted  by  the  ideals  of  true  religion.  Many  of 
them  will  turn  aside  when  we  say  we  are  going 
to  preach  to  them.  I  do  not  always  blame  them. 
I  believe  that  too  many  of  us  stand  on  the  side,  as 
it  were,  and  call  to  them  to  come  back  without 
ever  entering  into  their  lives. 

I  am  reminded  of  a  story  that  appeared  in  one 
of  our  old  school  books.  The  author  pictured  some 
young  people  sailing  down  the  river  towards  Niagara 
Falls,  and  a  man  standing  on  the  shore  cried: 

"Young  men,  ahoy!   The  rapids  are  below  you!" 

But  they  sailed  on,  laughing  and  carousing. 

A  little  later,  he  again  cried: 

"Young  men,  ahoy!   The  rapids  are  below  you!" 

But  they  did  not  heed  his  warning  call  until 
they  suddenly  realized  that  they  were  in  the  midst 
of  the  rapids  and  that  with  all  the  power  at  their 
command  they  could  not  turn  their  boat  upstream; 
so,  the  man  said,  "Shrieking  and  cursing,  over  they 
go!" 

The  lesson  left  an  indelible  impression  upon  me 
in  my  younger  years.  Later  I  knew  that  that  effort 
was  incomplete.  It  is  one  thing  to  stand  on  the 
shore  and  cry:  "Young  men,  ahoy!  There  is  danger 
ahead."  And  it  is  another  thing  to  row  into  the 
stream  and,  if  possible,  get  into  the  boat  with  the 
young  people  and  by  companionship,  by  persuasion, 
and  by  legitimate  force,  when  necessary,  turn  the 
boat  from  the  rapids  before  it  is  too  late. 

Too  many  of  us  stand  on  the  shore  and  cry: 
"Young  men,  ahoy!"  Let  us  get  into  their  lives; 
let  us  touch  their  personalities  by  our  personalities, 
and  let  them  feel  that  there  is  something  real  in  this 


(For  Course  8,  lesson  of  June  3,  "The  First  and  Second  Com- 
mandments"; for  Course  18,  lesson  of  May  6,  "Adventure";  for 
Course  25,  lesson  of  May  6,  "Understanding  the  Adolescent";  and 
of  general  interest.) 


religion;  that  it  is  the  greatest  thing  in  life,  that 
nothing  else  can  make  them  live  as  fully  and  happily 
as  the  true  religious  life. 

Young  people  say:  "We  want  to  live.  Let  us 
have  a  good  time!"  But  all  too  frequently  their  view 
is  distorted.  Often  they  are  seeking  to  live  in  the 
realm  that  brings  only  immediate  sensation  and 
afterwards  no  peace.  Often  they  fail  to  distinguish 
between  the  carnal  pleasures  and  those  which  are  in- 
tellectual and  spiritual.  We  are  not  asking  them 
not  to  have  a  good  time.  They  should  have  a  good 
time.  Young  men  and  young  women — all  men  and 
women — are  entitled  to  a  "good  time."  We  are  all 
here  to  enjoy  life  in  its  fullest  and  most  complete 
sense,  but  the  message  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  this:  That  to  live  happily,  one  must  live  in  obed- 
ience to  law — physical  law,  intellectual  law,  spiritual 
law.  Transgression  of  law  always  brings  unhappi- 
ness;  it  always  brings  death  when  carried  to  its 
ultimate  end. 

I  remember  the  remark  of  a  man  who  was  na- 
tionally disgraced,  and  who  commented:  "I  have 
played  a  crooked  game,  and  I  have  lost." 

To  our  young  men  and  women,  I  say:  That  is 
the  story  of  everyone  who  plays  the  crooked  game. 
The  one  who  plays  the  game  straight,  who  deep 
down  in  his  soul  does  the  right  thing,  because  it  is 
right,  is  the  man  who  has  that  peace  and  content- 
ment for  which  we  all  so  much  yearn. 

I  thrill  with  all  my  heart  at  the  thousands  of 
young  people  who  are  earnestly  participating  in  the 
educational  and  activity  programs  of  the  Church. 
They  are  learning  to  live  —  to  live  completely  and 
abundantly  —  and,  in  the  living,  to  serve  their  fellow 
men!  He  lives  most  who  sees  or  hears  "tongues  in 
trees,  books  in  the  running  brooks,  sermons  in  stones, 
and  good  in  everything."1  He  lives  most  who  sees 
beyond  these  trees,  these  stones,  these  running 
brooks,  and  sees  God  and  goodness  in  it  all,  who  sees 
an  overruling  Providence  in  all  this  world,  and  who 
recognizes  God's  children  as  brothers  and  sisters  in 
every  one  of  whom  there  is  something  good. 

There  is  in  every  human  soul  a  something  that 
is  good,  calling  for  something  better,  very  much  as 
that  "something"  of  life  mentioned  by  the  poet, 
Lowell,  when  he  said,  referring  to  spring: 

1William  Shakespeare,  As  You  Like  It,  Act  II,  Scene  1. 
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Every  clod  feels  a  stir  of  might, 

An  instinct  within  it  that  reaches  and  towers, 
And,  groping  blindly  above  it  for  light, 

Climbs  to  a  soul  in  grass  and  flowers.2 

So  there  is  in  the  human  soul  that  divine  element 
which  is  calling,  striving,  urging  the  person  to  a 
higher,  to  a  better  life. 

Young  people,  and  all  men,  should  do  right  be- 
cause it  is  right.  They  should  do  right  not  only 
because  of  penalties  hereafter  for  doing  wrong,  but 
also  because  conformity  to  the  principles  of  true 
religious  living  makes  us  happy  and  better  here  and 
how,  makes  us  better  citizens,  better  friends,  better 
students,  better  sons,  better  daughters,  better  every- 
thing. And  when  we  take  the  opposite  view  and  seek 
life  in  questionable  pleasures,  we  find  only  disap- 
pointment. 

There  is  no  peace  in  yielding  to  temptation,  to 
transgressing  the  laws  of  virtue  and  chastity.  If 
there  is  one  thing  in  all  this  world  for  which  we 
should  be  thankful  as  Latter-day  Saints,  it  is  that 
there  is  a  sentiment,  founded  upon  the  solid  basis 
of  revelation  from  God,  that  chastity  among  young 
and  old  is  as  sacred  as  life  itself.  One  of  the  most 
disintegrating  influences  today  is  the  feeling  that  is 
creeping  in  among  young  people  that  they  can,  with 
impunity,  violate  the  law  of  chastity.  The  law  of 
the  land  may  not  reach  them — they  may  avoid  that. 
Their  bishops  may  not  detect  their  transgression, 
but  God  can;  and  deep  down  in  their  own  souls,  they 
know  that  they  have  lost  part  of  their  life.  They 
have  lived  as  the  epicure  would  live — for  the  mo- 
ment; but  they  have  no  peace.  Their  souls  are  tur- 
bulent. Why?  Because  they  have  stained  the 
character  of  another,  and  they  have  stained  their  own 


2James  Russell  Lowell,  Prelude  to  part  first  of  "The  Vision  of  Sir 
Launfal." 


souls.  No  one  can  transgress  the  laws  of  chastity 
and  find  peace. 

No  matter  what  the  opportunity,  no  matter  what 
the  temptation,  let  the  young  man  of  Israel  know 
that  to  find  happiness  he  must  hold  sacred  his  true 
manhood;  let  him  know  that  he  is  going  to  live  and 
live  completely  by  refusing  to  yield  to  that  tempta- 
tion. Then  he  is  happy;  then  there  is  peace  instead 
of  turbulence  in  his  soul.  And  let  our  young  women 
know  it  as  well  as  our  young  men.  The  time  has 
come  when  Latter-day  Saints  should  stand  by  their 
principles,  not  by  standing  on  the  bank  crying, 
"Young  man,  ahoy!"  but  by  going  in  the  midst  of 
the  youth,  helping  and  encouraging. 

Too  often  our  boys  and  girls  are  going  out  at 
night,  night  after  night;  and  you  and  I  are  out  of 
our  homes  during  the  day,  and  often  also  at  night; 
and  so  we  are  not  associating  with  them  as  much 
as  we  should.  We  must  be  with  them  more  and 
more  and  become  closely  acquainted  and  touch  their 
lives  and  see  the  companions  with  whom  they  are 
associated.  We  can  judge  our  boys  and  girls  greatly 
by  the  companions  they  keep,  as  well  as  by  their 
actions  in  the  home. 

"To  be  carnally  minded  is  death;  but  to  be  spirit- 
ually minded  is  life  and  peace"  —  the  peace  that 
comes  by  obedience  to  high  principle,  the  peace  that 
comes  by  self-mastery  over  appetite  and  over  passion, 
the  peace  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  To  be 
carnally  minded  is  not  only  to  be  miserable  and 
unhappy  for  the  time  being,  but  also  to  lose  part 
of  our  very  life.  But  to  be  spiritually  minded  means 
to  obey  the  principles  of  the  Restored  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  —  to  have  peace  and  life  eternal. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  when  lived  in  its 
fullness,  brings  us  Peace  and  Life. 
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Preparing  to  become 
"My  Brother's  Keeper" 

by  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 

Now  that  nearly  three  hundred  of  the  stakes  of 
the  Church  have  had  and,  we  hope,  profited  by  the 
1962  Sunday  School  Convention,  it  behooves  us  to 
take  a  look  at  ourselves  as  "our  brother's  keeper." 

As  officers  and  teachers  of  the  Sunday  School, 
what  are  our  opportunities  and  responsibilities  in 
really  becoming  "our  brother's  keeper"  to  each 
member  of  our  class?  Obviously  we  must  not  only 
concern  ourselves  with  knowing  intimately  the  mem- 
bers of  our  class  and  with  keeping  them  coming  to 
Sunday  School,  but  we  must  so  plan  our  work  that 
each  will  joyfully  participate  and  grow  in  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  Gospel  and  in  living  its  principles.  How 
may  we  make  ourselves  this  kind  of  "brother's 
keeper"? 

President  David  O.  McKay,  in  1900,  was  called 
to  be  second  assistant  Sunday  School  superintendent 
of  Weber  Stake  and  was  given  the  assignment  of 
the  classwork.  After  visiting  each  Sunday  School  in 
the  stake  and  several  of  the  classes  in  each  school, 
he  set  about  to  improve  the  quality  of  teaching  and 
to  unify  it. 

He  organized  a  stake  board  with  a  stake  board 
member  for  each  class.  He  had  these  stake  board 
members  meet  every  week  for  some  months,  at  which 
time  he  drilled  them  in  selection  of  an  aim  (now 
called  lesson  objective)  for  each  lesson.  Then  they 
outlined  each  lesson  and  organized  a  lesson  procedure 
that  would  enable  them  to  reach  the  aim  or  objective. 
Then  came  enrichment  which  would  motivate  par- 
ticipation by  the  members  of  the  class.  Next  came 
application  and  then  assignment  of  future  lessons. 

Then  a  union  meeting  was  organized,  at  which 
all  of  the  officers  and  teachers  in  the  entire  stake 
met  monthly. 

Weber  Stake  at  that  time  comprised  all  of 
Weber  County.  So  helpful  were  these  union  meetings 
that  90  to  100  per  cent  of  the  teachers  and  officers 
came  in  those  horse  and  buggy  days  when  it  required 
two  hours  or  more  for  a  white- top  loaded  with  teach- 
ers to  go  from  Liberty,  Eden,  Huntsville,  Hooper,  or 


(For  Course  23,  lesson  of  March  11,  "Preparation  for  Teaching"; 
and  for  all  Gospel  teachers.) 


Plain  City  over  ungraded  roads  to  Ogden  for  the 
union  meeting.  Each  one  who  came  returned  with 
complete  outlines  for  four  or  five  lessons  for  the 
month  ahead.  What  is  more,  each  teacher  was  ex- 
pected to  have  outlined  the  four  lessons  for  the 
month  ahead  before  coming  to  union  meeting  and  to 
make  a  contribution  at  the  meeting.  They  received 
a  great  deal  from  these  meetings  because  they  came 
prepared  to  contribute  to  each  lessor!.  How  we  wish 
each  teacher  would  come  to  preparation  meeting 
today  with  similar  preparation! 

From  the  1958  Conference  of  Liberal  Arts  Schol- 
ars at  Bowling  Green,  the  following  quotation  is 
taken:  "A  teacher  cannot  know  what  to  teach  unless 
he  has  a  mastery  of  his  subject  matter;  he  cannot 
know  how  to  teach  unless  he  has  a  mastery  of  the 
techniques." 

If  we  would  become  great  teachers  who  will  be 
loved  and  revered  by  every  one  of  our  students,  we 
must  apply  ourselves  to  the  mastery  of  the  subject 
matter  we  are  expected  to  teach;  to  the  mastery  of 
those  techniques  of  teaching  which  will  motivate 
our  pupils  to  participate  in  the  discussions;  and  most 
of  all  to  conduct  our  lives  in  complete  harmony  with 
Church  teachings  so  that  our  pupils  will  do  the  same. 

To  accomplish  these  things,  teacher  training  is 
necessary.  This  in-service  teacher  training  is  pro- 
vided by  a  well-conducted  preparation  meeting  and 
is  the  best  means  we  know  of  providing  such  in- 
service  training.  When  all  of  the  people  teaching  the 
same  subject  in  the  stake  meet  in  round-table  dis- 
cussion of  lessons  for  which  some  preparation  has 
been  made,  veteran  teachers  as  well  as  young  and 
inexperienced  teachers  can  profit  immensely. 

In  certain  stakes  having  widely  scattered  wards 
or  branches,  distance  makes  monthly  preparation 
meetings  inadvisable.  In  such  cases,  the  in-service 
teacher  training  so  necessary  to  adequate  teacher 
preparation  should  be  conducted  in  a  monthly 
Sunday  School  ward  officers  and  teachers  meeting. 
Much  good  can  come  from  such  a  meeting  if  it  is 
well  planned  and  conducted. 

President  McKay  has  called  for  every  member 
of  the  Church  to  be  a  missionary  to  help  bring  into 
full  fellowship  every  member  of  the  Church,  as  well 
as  those  investigators  whom  we  hope  will  soon  be 
members.  It  is  very  important,  therefore,  that  each 
of  us  do  all  that  we  can  to  efficiently  become  "our 
brother's  keeper." 
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RESPONSIBILITY 

the  price  of  freedom 


by  Paull  H.  Shin* 


IS  freedom  a  responsibility? 
This  world  of  ours  is  an  age  without  free  goods; 
everything  has  its  price  and  value.  Our  next-door 
creeping  communists  are  seeking  every  possible  way 
to  destroy  and  conquer  our  way  of  living  and  this 
God-given  freedom.  Inasmuch  as  we  are  enjoying 
this  freedom,  we  must  apply  any  means  to  protect 
America,  with  a  sense  of  responsibility  toward 
freedom. 

America  is  my  adopted  country;  this  means  very 
much  to  me,  because  I  am  in  debt  to  America  for 
what  she  has  offered  me.  Perhaps  citizenship  of  the 
United  States  would  mean  very  little  to  certain 
people  who  were  born  here;  however,  it  means  very 
much  to  me  because  I  earned  it  through  effort  and 
suffering. 


(For  Course  18,  lesson  of  May  6,  "Adventure,"  and  lesson  of 
June  10,  "Endurance";  for  Course  25,  lesson  of  June  17,  "Free 
Agency  and  Freedom  in  a  Mature  Latter-day  Saint";  and  for  Course 
26,  lessons  of  April  29  and  May  6,  "Civic  Responsibility.") 

♦Brother  Shin  is  now  a  student  at  Brigham  Young  University. 


I  lost  my  parents  when  I  was  4  years  old;  I  was 
left  alone  and  had  no  relatives  and  few,  if  any,  close 
friends.  Though  very  young,  I  realized  a  need  for 
some  type  of  education.  With  this  thought,  when  I 
was  5  years  of  age,  I  jumped  on  a  freight  train 
without  a  ticket  and  went  to  Seoul,  the  capital  city 
of  Korea.  Perhaps  my  expectation  was  too  high.  I 
found  nobody  who  could  take  me  nor  feed  and  clothe 
me.  For  four  years  I  made  my  home  under  the  stars 
and  made  friends  with  loneliness.  My  life  substan- 
tially consisted  of  standing  on  the  street  corner  and 
asking  for  money  for  food  to  feed  my  hungry 
mouth,  and  sleeping  in  the  railway  station  or  in  the 
bus  station. 

When  I  was  9  years  of  age,  I  met  a  gentleman, 
the  principal  of  a  small  elementary  school,  who  took 
me  as  a  helper  around  the  house;  and,  in  return  for 
my  help,  he  allowed  me  to  attend  the  elementary 
school  for  three  years. 
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At  15,  I  found  myself  alone  once  more.  Again 
my  world  became  one  of  wandering,  begging,  and 
searching  for  an  education,  which  I  was  not  able  to 
obtain  because  of  my  financial  situation.  Meanwhile, 
the  Korean  conflict  began.  In  order  to  escape  capture 
by  North  Korean  communists,  I  fled  to  the  southern- 
most part  of  the  country,  headed  for  Pusan,  approx- 
imately five  hundred  miles  away.  I  made  the  trip 
to  Pusan  in  27  days  on  foot,  in  time  to  witness  the 
arrival  of  American  troops. 

I  stood  on  the  docks  of  Pusan  and  watched  as  the 
American  soldiers  came  off  the  ships.  They  were 
laden  with  rifles  and  equipment  and  were  ready  to 
fight.  I  thought  to  myself:  "Why  do  these  men 
from  another  part  of  the  world,  who  have  families 
and  loved  ones,  come  here  to  perhaps  lose  their  lives 
for  a  nation  with  which  they  have  no  connection?" 
I  began,  for  the  first  time,  to  wonder  why  people 
were  put  on  earth  and  what  is  their  purpose  and 
where  they  came  from.  I  was  thankful  in  my  heart 
for  these  men  who  had  come  to  my  hopeless  country, 
and  I  wanted  to  help  them. 

With  this  in  mind,  I  decided  to  return  to  Seoul; 
and  again  I  made  the  long  trip  on  foot.  This  time 
it  was  somewhat  more  difficult,  as  I  had  to  travel 
by  night  to  avoid  the  enemy  and  their  air  attacks. 

I  spoke  not  one  word  of  English  when  I  reached 
the  front  lines.  With  gestures,  I  made  the  allied 
troops  understand  that  I  wanted  to  help.  Initially 
the  allied  troops  were  skeptical,  but  they  finally  al- 
lowed me  to  serve  as  a  houseboy  in  the  officers'  quar- 
ters. When  I  had  acquired  enough  English  to  get  by, 
I  was  used  as  an  interpreter  for  the  battalion  com- 
manding officer.  I  remained  on  the  front  lines  in  this 
position  for  22  consecutive  months. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  I  met  an  army 
dentist,  Dr.  Ray  W.  Paull.  He  took  an  interest  in 
me,  and  through  the  ensuing  months  of  battle,  our 
friendship  and  understanding  grew.  One  night  it 
was  cold  and  raining.  When  I  opened  my  eyes,  there 
was  the  figure  of  a  man  standing  over  me.  I  was 
scared  almost  to  death,  for  I  feared  it  to  be  the 
enemy.  When  I  looked  up,  I  saw  that  it  was  my 
friend,  Dr.  Paull.  He  was  praying  that  I  be  kept  safe 
from  all  harm.  This  was  an  expression  of  friendship 
that  I  had  never  known  before,  and  my  heart  was 
full. 


Until  this  time,  I  had  no  knowledge  of  God  nor 
the  Christian  religion  at  all;  I  was  an  atheist,  fatalist 
and  egoist,  although  most  orientals  are  Buddhist. 
I  had  no  one  who  could  teach  me.  Because  of  Dr. 
Paull,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  study  about  Catholi- 
cism, Protestantism  and  Buddhism;  but  for  many 
years  I  was  not  able  to  receive  any  answers  for  my 
questions.  My  questions  were:  Where  do  we  come 
from?  Why  are  we  here?  Where  are  we  going? 
However,  through  the  Book  of  Mormon  and  the 
Bible,  I  found  my  answers,  for  which  I  am  grateful 
to  Dr.  Paull. 

In  September  of  1955,  I  left  Korea  for  San  Fran- 
cisco. When  I  got  off  the  boat  at  San  Francisco,  I 
was  so  amazed  that  I  wanted  to  kneel  down  and 
smell  the  earth  of  America.  But  unfortunately  the 
ground  was  covered  by  concrete,  so  I  could  not. 

I  joined  my  newly  adopted  family  in  my  newly 
adopted  country.  The  Paulls  received  me  as  a  mem- 
ber of  their  family;  it  took  me  quite  some  time  to 
say  "Father"  and  "Mother,"  for  I  had  never  had 
that  experience  before.  I  felt  happy  for  the  abun- 
dance that  I  was  blessed  with  and  the  new  home  and 
educational  opportunities  such  as  I  had  never  had 
before. 

It  was  here  that  I  decided  to  become  a  missionary 
and  to  take  back  to  my  people  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  true  American  philosophy  of 
life.  These,  I  was  sure,  would  help  to  solve  the 
misunderstandings  between  the  East  and  the  West. 

When  I  returned  from  my  mission  to  the  Far 
East  in  October,  1958,  I  received  a  draft  notice  from 
Uncle  Sam.  I  was  informed  that  I  would  have  been 
exempt  from  the  draft  had  I  wanted  to  be.  My 
reply  was:  "Two  years  are  the  least  I  can  give  back 
to  the  country  that  has  given  so  much  to  me." 
Abraham  Lincoln  said  that  every  man  has  more  than 
one  home  country.  Korea  gave  me  birth;  America 
gave  me  life! 

Yes,  this  is  what  I  owe  to  America;  and  my 
responsibility  is  to  protect  this  freedom,  which  is 
made  for  us  to  enjoy  and  to  pass  on  to  our  children. 
Fellow  Americans,  freedom  was  not  just  given;  it 
was  passed  to  you  by  your  forefathers  who  achieved 
it  by  hardships  and  sacrifices.  You  are  responsible  for 
passing  that  freedom  on  to  the  next  generation. 
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HOW  DO  WE 

RECREATE  OUR 

ENERGIES? 


by  Reed  H.  Bradford 

Main  theme:  The  mature  Christian  finds  con- 
tinually constructive  ways  of  using  his  energies. 

Many  years  ago,  Edwin  Markham  wrote  a  poem 
entitled,  "The  Man  with  the  Hoe."  In  this  poem, 
he  predicted  that  one  of  the  main  problems  faced  by 
his  generation  and  future  generations  would  derive 
from  the  industrialization  of  society.  Many  men  and 
women  are  asked  to  perform  tasks  which  are  not  a 
challenge  to  their  imaginations  or  their  intellects. 
In  a  relatively  short  time,  it  is  possible,  for  example, 
for  an  individual  to  learn  his  function  on  an  assem- 
bly line.  Once  he  has  learned  it,  he  can  perform  it 
easily  if  he  pays  attention  to  his  task;  but  the  mono- 
tonous characteristic  of  the  function  often  builds  up 
tension  from  within,  and  the  individual  experiences 
no  real  joy  in  his  work.  In  some  studies  which  have 
been  done  in  which  workers  of  this  type  were  asked 
how  they  felt  about  their  job,  the  majority  of  them 
said  that  they  either  disliked  it  or  despised  it. 

The  Use  of  Leisure 

Of  course,  one  answer  to  this  problem  (and  ad- 
mittedly it  is  only  one  answer)  would  be  to  educate 
people  to  use  their  leisure  time  in  constructive  ways; 
but  there  is  evidence  that  in  the  United  States,  for 
example,  this  has  not  been  done  effectively.  Billions 
of  dollars  are  spent  by  millions  of  people  in  gambling 
on  such  things  as  horse  racing.  Millions  of  people 
resort  to  alcohol,  thinking  that  it  represents  an 
escape  from  the  tensions  which  they  feel.  Vast  num- 
bers of  other  people  acquire  the  habit  of  card  play- 
ing. Actually,  these  and  other  activities  often  enslave 
the  human  personality. 

It  is  the  teaching  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  that  one  should  engage  in  acts 
which  will  continually  expand  his  personality  so 
that  he  will  have  the  "power  to  become"  the  son  or 
daughter  of  God.    (See  Doctrine  and  Covenants  11: 


(For   Course   18,   lesson    of   May   6,    "Adventure";    for   Course   26, 
lesson   of  June  10,  "Recreation";   and  for  home  use.) 


30.)  If  one  wishes  to  become  such  a  son  or  daughter, 
it  is  necessary  to  possess  certain  kinds  of  knowledge 
and  wisdom.  Members  of  the  Church  are  familiar 
with  the  statement  found  in  section  130  of  the  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,  which  reads: 

There  is  a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven 
before  the  foundations  of  this  world,  upon  which  all 
blessings  are  predicated — and  when  we  obtain  any 
blessing  from  God,  it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law 
upon  which  it  is  predicated.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
130:20,21.) 

The  kind  of  knowledge  and  the  kind  of  wisdom 
which  the  Lord  would  have  one  acquire  are  designed 
to  give  power  and  joy  to  the  individual.  (See  "The 
Gospel  Gives  Life  and  Peace,"  page  73.1)  The  more 
correct  knowledge  a  parent  has  about  how  he  should 
treat  his  children,  the  more  effective  he  can  be  as 
a  parent.  (See  "Love  Is  the  Greatest  Thing  in  the 
World,"  page  80.)  The  more  that  one  is  able  to 
reason  effectively,  the  more  efficient  decisions  he 
can  make.  The  more  ability  one  acquires  in  manag- 
ing his  emotions,  the  more  he  is  able  not  only  to 
direct  his  own  life,  but  to  help  others  to  achieve 
legitimate  ends.  One  should,  therefore,  judge  all  of 
his  proposed  actions  in  terms  of  whether  they  will  be 
likely  to  help  him  be  the  kind  of  person  his  Heavenly 
Father  would  have  him  become.  (See  "The  Miracle 
Pill,"  page  100.) 

Tensions  Should   Be  Expected 

It  is  true  that  as  a  result  of  living  in  a  modern, 
urbanized,  industrialized  society,  many  tensions  are 
often  built  up  in  the  individual.  The  case  of  the 
worker  on  the  assembly  line  has  been  mentioned, 
but  tensions  similarly  build  up  in  an  executive  who 
is  called  upon  to  make  critical  decisions  that  affect 
the  lives  of  many  individuals  in  his  organization.  A 
schoolteacher  has  many  difficult  problems  in  trying 
to  teach.  Many  students  are  indifferent.  Many  have 
serious  personality  problems.  Some  of  them  have 
undesirable  relationships  with  their  parents  at  home. 
Trying  to  deal  effectively  with  such  students  is  a 
real  challenge.  (See  "There  May  Be  a  Prophet  in 
Your  Class,"  page  102.) 

A  mother  who  is  a  homemaker  may  be  surround- 
ed for  most  of  the  hours  of  the  day  by  young  children 
who  are  trying  desperately  to  adjust  to  the  world. 
It  may  be  a  serious  challenge  to  a  mother's  patience 

titles  and  page  numbers  in  parentheses  refer  to  articles  in  this 
issue. 
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and  intelligence  to  try  to  guide  these  individuals 
properly.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that  there  are 
undesirable  and  desirable  ways  to  react  to  these 
tensions. 

Use  Tension  Constructively 

The  point  should  be  emphasized  in  the  beginning 
that  tension  itself  should  not  always  be  thought  of 
as  undesirable.  For  example,  the  tension  which 
causes  a  person  to  be  curious  facilitates  learning. 
But  the  kinds  spoken  of  above  call  for  an  intelligent 
understanding.  Ma4iy"times,  a  change  from  one  de- 
sirable character-building  activity  to  another  desir- 
able character-building  activity  will  provide  the 
proper  release  from  the  tensions  mentioned  earlier. 
Thomas  A.  Edison,  for  example,  after  spending  many 
hours  on  a  given  experiment,  used  to  take  long  walks 
in  which  he  would  reflect  and  think.  Albert  Einstein, 
one  of  the  world's  great  scientists,  would  spend  hours 
thinking,  and  then  he  would  often  play  the  violin 
as  a  way  of  relaxing.  Many  executives  spend  an  hour 
or  so  a  day  in  some  wholesome  physical  activity, 
which  is  quite  a  contrast  to  their  regular  assign- 
ments. A  mother  with  small  children  may  find  satis- 
faction in  participating  to  some  degree  in  the  church 
or  community  organizations. 

One  of  the  serious  difficulties  with  such  things 
as  alcohol,  card  playing,  and  gambling  is  that  in  the 
first  place,  they  do  not  build  up  the  personality;  and 
in  the  second  place,  they  may  enslave  it.  Many  a 
person,  for  example,  begins  by  taking  a  drink  just 
now  and  then,  but  later  finds  himself  taking  the  drink 
more  frequently.  Finally,  he  becomes  an  alcoholic, 
and  he  finds  that  without  intelligent  and  constructive 
help,  he  can  no  longer  refrain  from  drinking.  Many 
a  person  has  placed  his  entire  savings  on  the  gam- 
bling table,  no  longer  being  able  to  manage  his 
actions. 

Conditioning  through   Example 

Parents,  therefore,  have  a  deep  obligation  to 
their  children  to  see  that  especially  during  the  early 
years  of  their  lives  they  are  conditioned  to  partici- 
pating in  activities  that  will  be  most  likely  to  produce 
the  kind  of  person  desired  by  our  Heavenly  Father. 
(See  "Not  If,  but  When  I  Go  on  a  Mission,"  page 
86.)  In  one  home,  the  children  have  a  deep  appreci- 
ation of  good  music  because  their  parents  have  al- 
ways  played   such   music.     In  another   home,   the 


family  practiced  reading  some  of  the  world's  great 
literature  together;  and  when  the  children  were  old 
enough,  they  themselves  took  turns  in  reading  aloud. 
In  another  home,  a  mother  conditioned  her  children 
to  listen  to  only  certain  kinds  of  radio  and  television 
programs. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  as  a  result  of  this  present 
series,  some  families  in  the  Church  might  have 
developed  a  regular  time  for  studying  the  basic 
principles  of  the  Gospel.  All  of  these  kinds  of  activi- 
ties will  help  the  individual  to  expand  his  personality 
and  to  derive  a  lasting  feeling  of  confidence  and  joy. 


SUGGESTED 

AGENDA   FOR 

HOME 

EVENING 


Prayer. 

Hymn:  "Today  While  the  Sun  Shines,"  Hymns  — 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  216. 

Discussion:  What  each  family  member  learned  in  his 
last  Sunday  School  class  and  how  he  will  apply  it 
in  his  life. 

Musical  Number. 

Lesson:  "How  Do  We  Recreate  Our  Energies?"  (In 
presenting  these  lessons,  it  might  be  desirable  to  ro- 
tate and  permit  different  members  of  the  family 
who  are  old  enough  to  assume  the  leadership  in 
presenting  a  given  lesson.  This,  in  and  of  itself, 
would  present  an  opportunity  for  growth.  If  one 
had  done  this  several  times  for  several  years,  he 
should  have  acquired  some  knowledge  and  skill  in 
presenting  the  Gospel  to  others.) 

1.  Let  the  family  list  the  things  that  they  consider 
their  chief  recreational  activities. 

2.  Evaluate  l!he  recreational  activities  in  which  you, 
as  a  family,  engage.  Do  they  tend  to  incorporate 
into  the  lives  of  the  members  the  kinds  of  things 
of  which  our  Heavenly  Father  would  approve? 

3.  Many  programs  are  presented  on  television  and 
radio  which  would  not  meet  the  approval  of 
our  Heavenly  Father.  Has  your  family  set  up 
any  standards  by  which  you  accept  some  tele- 
vision and  radio  programs  and  reject  others? 

Hymn:  "A  Glad  Song,"  Sermons  and  Songs  for  Little 
Children,  page  14. 

Activity:  Picture  story,  "The  Israelites  and  the  Sab- 
bath," page  91.  This  story  will  emphasize  the 
need  for  recreating  our  energies  in  the  spiritual 
sense,  especially  on  the  Sabbath  day. 

Hymn:  "The  World  Has  Need  of  Willing  Men," 
Hymns,  No.  207. 

Prayer. 
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Home's  not  merely  roof  and  room — 
It  needs  something  to  endear  it; 
Home  is  where  the  heart  can  bloom, 
Where  there  are  some  kind  hearts  to  cheer  it! 

What  is  home  with  none  to  meet, 
None  to  welcome,  none  to  greet  us? 
Home  is  sweet — and  only  sweet — 
Where  there  are  some  we  love  to  meet  us. 

— Charles  Swain. 


Editor's  Note:  The  author's  name  and  the  names  of  her  family 
are  not  mentioned  in  order  to  protect  all  those  concerned. 

TRULY,  love  holds  the  home  together.  But  first, 
we  must  know  the  true  meaning  of  the  word 
love.  Love,  in  the  words  of  Webster  is:  "The  benev- 
olence attributed  to  God  as  being  like  a  father's 
affection  for  his  children." 

Yes,  a  father's  affection  for  his  children.  But, 
have  you  ever  been  deprived  of  the  great  privilege 
of  a  home,  friends,  and  family? 

For  close  to  twelve  years  I  never  even  got  a 
glimpse  of  this  so-called  love.  "What  was  it?"  was 
a  question  often  asked.  I  had  never  known  a  father 
to  care  for  me  as  his  own  child  after  my  natural 
father  had  passed  on. 

In  those  twelve  years,  I  never  knew  a  mother's 
love.  Abandoned  by  our  own  mother,  my  two  broth- 
ers and  I  were  placed  during  that  period  of  time  in 
14  different  foster  homes. 

Yes,  I  was  one  of  those  who  needed  parents  with 
love  and  security  to  bestow,  one  of  those  who  sought 
friends  and  companionship,  and  one  of  those  too 
backward  and  shy  to  speak  when  spoken  to.  It  is 
hard  to  believe  that  lack  of  love  and  security  can 
cause  the  complete  opposite  of  one's  best  self  to  show. 
It  can  make  one's  whole  outlook  on  life  change  and 
move  him  to  do  anything  within  his  power  to  obtain 
this,  the  greatest  social  need. 

At  the  age  of  14,  I  took  up  smoking.  It  really 
was  not  much  of  a  habit.  I  did  it  only  because  I 
needed  friends  and  sought  them  any  way  I  could. 
When  smoking  did  not  succeed  in  obtaining  friends 

(For  Course  25,  lessons  of  May  6  and  13,  "Understanding  the 
Adolescent";  for  Course  23,  lesson  of  March  25,  "Your  Stewardship"; 
and  for  home  use.) 


for  me,  I  then  took  up  drinking.    I  was  one  of  the 
fortunate  few  who  was  not  trapped  by  these  vices. 

Eighteen  months  passed,  and  I  finally  discovered 
that  neither  smoking  nor  drinking  aided  me  in  my 
search  for  friends,  so  I  stopped.  "Why  would  such 
a  young  person  as  I  was  do  such  things?"  you  might 
ask.  The  answer  is  that  there  comes  a  time  in  every- 
one's life  when  he  feels  that  nobody  cares  what 
happens  to  him.  This  is  the  time  he  may  "go  off 
the  deep  end,"  if  there  is  no  love  to  hold  him 
steadfast. 

This  thought  reminds  me  of  the  following  story 
I  once  heard: 

"On  a  very  cold  day,  Henry  W.  Beecher  stopped 
to  buy  a  newspaper  from  a  ragged  youngster  who 
stood  shivering  on  the  corner.  'Poor  little  fellow,' 
he  said.  'Aren't  you  cold  standing  there?'  The 
newsboy  looked  up  with  a  smile  and  said,  'I  was, 
sir,  before  you  spoke.'  " 

Love  can  build  skyscrapers  out  of  the  smallest  of 
men.  It  can  make  the  mightiest  of  men  out  of  short, 
timid  ones. 

God  knows  our  every  need.  Our  greatest  need 
is,  of  course,  love.  Without  love,  the  whole  world 
would  perish. 

For  some  12  long  years  after  I  was  abandoned 
by  my  mother  (I  was  only  3  years  old  then),  I 
sought  love. 

At  the  age  of  15,  I  met  my  long-lost  mother 
once  again.  Oh,  how  elated  it  made  me  to  feel 
wanted! 

But  it  was  in  vain;  only  ten  months  passed  before 
I  was  literally  forced  to  leave  my  dream-home  and 
go  out  into  the  world  once  again.  This  time,  I  was 
even  more  alone  and  frightened  than  I  had  ever 
been  before.  Not  even  the  town  sheriff  would  believe 
my  story  until  he  investigated  it  himself  and  found 
I  was  telling  the  truth — that  my  own  mother  had 
literally  told  me  she  never  wanted  to  see  me  again. 

Some  time  after  my  sixteenth  birthday,  the  ques- 
tion was  placed  before  me:  Did  I  want  another 
foster  home?  Well,  I  would  try  just  once  more. 
This  would  make  my  fifteenth  home. 

I  finally  saw  my  dream  come  true  when  I  met 
my  new  parents.  My  younger  brother  and  I  were 
made  to  feel  welcome.    A  family  council  was  held 
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with  eight  foster  brothers  and  sisters  living  in  this 
home.  Such  questions  were  decided  at  this  meeting 
as  where  we  should  sleep  and  with  whom  we  should 
share  a  bed.  We  immediately  felt  part  of  the  family. 
We  felt  the  love  present  in  this  home.  Our  other 
brothers  and  sisters,  too,  had  known  sadness;  yet 
today,  we  are  all  one  happy  family. 

It  was  difficult  for  me  to  ask  my  foster  mother 
if  I  might  attend  Church  with  the  family.  And  I 
shall  never  forget  my  first  experience  in  seminary. 
I  was  frightened  and  lonely.  But  the  teacher  made 
me  feel  at  home.  It  was  not  long  before  I  felt  a 
change  coming  over  me.  How  wonderful  it  was  to 
have  friends  who  accepted  me  and  greeted  me 
cheerfully  when  they  met  me! 

Today  my  brother  and  I  know  what  love  truly  is. 
Yes,  we  all  know  there  is  only  joy  and  happiness 
in  our  hearts  for  our  parents.  All  ten  children  have 
now  been  legally  adopted.  We  have  been  to  the 
temple  with  our  parents  and  have  been  sealed  to 
them  for  time  and  eternity.  They  share  their  love 
with  us  and  we,  in  turn,  give  our  hearts  to  them. 

We  share  in  everything  in  the  home,  including 
family  councils,  responsibilities,  and  daily  family 
prayers.  What  more  could  we  ask  for?  We  are 
greatly  blessed  to  have  parents  who  love  us  all. 

I  search  back  in  the  pages  of  time  and  see  poor, 
hunger-stricken  faces  of  tiny  children  in  the  orphan- 
age. Then  I  realize  that  love  is  indeed  the  greatest 
thing  in  the  world! 

UNDERSTANDING   ADOLESCENTS 

My  faith  in  them 
Can  still  their  fear. 
Their  wavering  bravado 
Is  a  means  unclear 
To  prove  their  new 
Adult  estate; 
And  how  much  truth 
They  need  of  late! 
Unsure  and  restless  now, 
Inside  they  grope  and  feel — 
They  need  compassion's  care 
To  stay  on  even  keel. 

— Gladys  Hesser  Burnham. 
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IN  the  years  that  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Church,  I  have  been  increasingly  impressed  by 
the  great  motivating  powers  of  the  first  principles  and 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel.  If  we  are  ever  to  become 
perfect  as  both  ancient  and  modern  scriptures  urge 
us  to  become,  it  will  be  basically  by  the  operation  of 
these  principles  in  our  lives. 

Faith  that  God  lives  lays  the  foundation.  Out 
of  that  faith  is  born  the  understanding  that  God  has 
a  definite  purpose  in  the  creation  and  that,  by  con- 
forming to  that  purpose  in  the  positive  ways  that 
have  been  given  us,  we  can  achieve  everything  He 
has  planned  for  us.  It  has  been  very  helpful  to  me 
to  realize  that  the  doctrines  that  the  Lord  has  given 
us  are  not  just  a  set  of  rules  that  He  has  arbitrarily 
set  and  that  He  tells  us  to  live  by  because  He-  says 
so.  They  are  the  basis  of  the  very  rules  by  which  He 
lives;  and  if  we  apply  these  rules  in  our  own  lives, 
we  can  become  perfect  and  ". . .  abide  the  presence 
of  God.  .  ."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  67:13.) 

As  faith  is  the  powerful  motivator,  repentance  is 
the  wonderful  method  by  which  we  put  that  motiva- 
tion to  work.  Repentance  is  much  more  than  just  a 
realization  that  we  have  done  things  that  are  wrong 
and  sinful  and  a  determination  not  to  do  them  any 
more.  If  that  were  all  there  was  to  repentance,  it 
would  be  largely  a  negative  principle.  In  addition  to 
these  things,  repentance  includes  a  determination  to 
fill  our  life,  in  all  its  phases,  with  positive  things: 
clean  living,  industry,  service,  study,  love,  forgive- 
ness, and  all  the  other  positive  elements  of  Christian 
living. 

How  repentance  works  can  best  be  illustrated  by 
drawing  a  circle  on  a  piece  of  paper.  The  area  in- 
cluded in  the  circle  represents  our  recollection  (which 
is  better  than  we  sometimes  think)  of  everything  we 
have  ever  said,  thought,  or  done.  If  these  things  have 
been  evil,  the  circle  is  filled  with  evil.  But  then  we 
begin  to  apply  the  principle  of  repentance,  and 
instead  of  doing  wrong,  we  begin  to  do  good  things. 
Down  at  one  edge  of  the  circle  the  recollection  of 
these  good  things  begins  to  appear;  and  as  we  persist 
in  doing  good  things,  the  evil  things  are  crowded 
out,  our  consciousness  becomes  filled  with  good,  and 
our  lives  become  clean.  If  we  should  stumble  and 
fall  and  an  evil  deed  should  creep  back  into  the 
circle,  we  persist  in  our  repentance,  and  the  good 


(For  Course  28,  lesson  of  April  15,  "Repentance,"  and  lesson  of 
April  29,  "Baptism";  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  June  17,  "Repentance"; 
and  for  Course  20,  lesson  of  March  4,  "The  Privilege  of  Improvement.") 


things  we  do  will  push  the  wrong  out  until  eventually 
we  will  stand  before  God  cleansed  of  all  unrighteous- 
ness. This  is  the  reason  why  the  Lord  said  to  the 
Prophet  Ezekiel: 

Again,  when  I  say  unto  the  wicked,  Thou  shalt 
surely  die;  if  he  turn  from  his  sin,  and  do  that  which 
is  lawful  and  right;  if  the  wicked  restore  the  pledge, 
give  again  that  he  had  robbed,  walk  in  the  statutes 
of  life,  without  committing  iniquity;  he  shall  surely 
live,  he  shall  not  die.  None  of  his  sins  that  he  hath 
committed  shall  be  mentioned  unto  him:  he  hath 
done  that  which  is  lawful  and  right;  he  shall  surely 
live.  (Ezekiel  33:14-16.) 

Repentance  is  not  a  one-time  operation  that 
transforms  a  person  from  a  sinner  to  a  completely 
righteous  individual.  The  recognition  of  our  sins  and 
a  determination  to  forsake  them  does  not  give  us  at 
once  the  capacity  to  live  perfect  lives.  We  continue 
to  do  some  wrong  things.  But  as  we  persist  in  our 
repentance  both  here  and  in  the  life  to  come,  our 
capacity  to  do  the  right  things  and  to  recognize  and 
resist  the  things  that  are  fundamentally  wrong  will 
increase  until  we  will  have  the  perfect  knowledge  and 
understanding  and  the  strength  that  will  enable  us 
to  resist  and  turn  away  from  wrong  of  every  sort. 
When  that  happens,  we  shall  have  learned  to  live 
perfect  lives  and  become  able  to  stand  in  the  presence 
of  God. 

It  has  been  my  experience  that  there  are  people 
who  seem  to  believe  that  the  principle  of  repentance 
is  applicable  only  in  the  field  of  religion  and  that 
since  that  is  the  case,  it  is  something  that  is  difficult 
for  the  ordinary  person,  particularly  if  he  is  not 
inclined  to  be  religious,  to  understand  or  apply.  The 
fact  is,  however,  that  the  principle  can  be  and  is 
applied  in  all  kinds  of  activities  and  is  the  means  by 
which  people  overcome  and  eliminate  the  effects  of 
their  mistakes. 

Suppose  a  man,  who  is  the  owner  and  operator  of 
a  clothing  store  in  which  he  has  been  successful, 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  people's  clothing 
habits  are  all  wrong  and  should  be  changed.  So  he 
proceeds  to  stock  his  store  with  such  things  as  derby 
hats  and  gold-headed  canes  for  the  men  and  high- 
button  shoes  and  bustles  for  the  ladies.  He  adver- 
tises the  merits  of  these  articles  in  the  newspapers 
and  waits  for  his  customers  to  come  in  and  buy.  But 
no  one  comes  because  no  one  wants  these  old- 
fashioned  things.    What  this  man  has  done  is  to 


82 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


by  Samuel  R.  Carpenter* 


commit  an  economic  "sin."  He  has  paid  good  money 
for  things  that  have  little  or  no  value.  If  he  persists 
in  this  "sin,"  he  will  suffer  economic  death,  because 
he  will  fail  financially.  If,  however,  he  realizes  that 
he  has  committed  an  economic  error,  he  will  say 
something  like  what  the  prodigal  son  said  when  he 
finally  came  to  himself:  "I  have  violated  sound 
economic  principles;  and  in  the  sight  of  experts  in 
the  field  of  merchandising,  I  am  no  longer  worthy  to 
be  regarded  as  a  businessman  of  sound  judgment." 
And  he  will  begin  immediately  to  repent  and  to 
correct  the  situation.  He  will  get  rid  of  the  unwanted 
merchandise  in  the  best  way  he  can,  will  write  off 
the  loss,  and  will  diligently  study  the  wants  of  his 
customers  and  stock  his  store  accordingly.  Then  the 
customers  will  begin  to  buy;  and  instead  of  red  ink 
on  his  ledgers,  which  leads  to  economic  death,  there 
will  appear  the  black  ink  of  profits,  which  leads  to 
economic  salvation.  This  same  illustration  can  be 
applied  to  college  students,  professional  men,  and 
many  others. 

It  follows  as  night  the  day  that  when  a  person 
has  found  faith  in  God  and  is  truly  repentant,  he  will 
desire  by  some  outward  sign  or  token  to  show  the 
Lord  that  he  wants  to  covenant  to  keep  His  com- 
mandments. It  stands  to  reason  that  such  an  out- 
ward sign  must  be  something  simple  that  can  be 
done  by  people  in  all  walks  of  life  who  have  reached 
the  age  of  accountability.  The  token  could  not  be 
a  complicated  one,  because  people  of  low  intellectual 
attainments  or  very  limited  experience  would  be 
unable  to  perform  it.  So  it  seems  very  natural  that 
the  Lord  would  designate  as  such  a  sign  the  simple 
ordinance  of  baptism,  which  is  in  the  likeness  of  a 
burial  and  a  rebirth  or  a  resurrection. 

Because  the  Lord  has  designated  that  the  cov- 
enant of  baptism  shall  be  made  in  this  manner,  no 
substitute  method  is  acceptable.  Whenever  the  duly 
appointed  servants  of  the  Lord  perform  this  ordi- 
nance, therefore,  they  will  always  perform  it  in  the 
prescribed  way;  i.e.,  by  immersion  in  water  in  the 
likeness  of  a  burial  and  then  by  bringing  the  candi- 
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date  up  out  of  the  water  in  the  likeness  of  a  rebirth 
or  resurrection.  (See  Romans  6:3-5.)  Any  departure 
from  this  method  is  counterfeit  and  unacceptable, 
because  we  would  know  at  once  that  it  was  per- 
formed by  one  who  was  without  authority  to  officiate 
in  the  ordinance. 

Infant  baptism  is  invalid  for  the  same  reason — 
because  it  has  never  been  taught,  but  on  the  con- 
trary, has  been  condemned  by  the  duly  constituted 
authorities  of  the  Lord.  In  addition,  it  is  invalid 
because  it  would  be  foolish  to  expect  a  person  to 
make  the  covenant  of  baptism  that  he  will  keep  the 
Lord's  commandments  when  he  is  incapable  of  com- 
mitting sin  or  of  understanding  what  the  ordinance 
of  baptism  means.  Always  the  servants  of  the  Lord 
have  said  that  children  have  no  need  for  baptism 
until  they  reach  the  age  of  accountability.  The 
Prophet  Mormon  has  told  us  how  wrong  infant 
baptism  is:  ". .  .  he  that  supposeth  that  little  children 
need  baptism  is  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the 
bonds  of  iniquity,..."  (Moroni  8:14.) 

There  are  many  people  who  question  the  effec- 
tiveness of  an  ordinance  as  simple  as  baptism.  But 
here  again  we  can  turn  to  the  fields  of  government 
and  business  and  find  examples  where  great  things 
are  accomplished  by  an  even  more  simple  act.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  can  make  effective  a 
law  passed  by  the  Congress  simply  by  signing  it. 
A  marriage  license  is  made  operative  by  the  simple 
act  of  the  duly  constituted  authority  signing  it. 
Contracts  involving  millions  and  sometimes  billions 
of  dollars  become  binding  by  the  simple  act  of 
the  parties  signing  their  names.  I  have  seen  a  bank 
check  in  the  amount  of  more  than  two  billion  dollars 
which  made  a  valid  transfer  of  that  huge  amount  by 
the  simple  signature  of  the  person  authorized  to 
sign  it. 

One  might  say  that  a  little  5-year-old  child  can 
write  his  name  and  that  certainly  a  more  responsible 
act  than  that  would  be  necessary  to  validate  these 
important  transactions.  But  it  is  not  simply  the 
signing  alone  that  makes  the  act  valid.  It  is  that  it 
is  signed  by  the  person  authorized  to  sign  that  ac- 
complishes what  is  desired.  So  it  is  with  baptism. 
It  is  not  the  simple  act  alone,  but  the  fact  that  the 
person  baptized  wants  to  make  a  covenant  with  the 
Lord  that  he  will  keep  His  commandments.  That 
covenant  is  made  valid  by  the  simple  act  of  baptism 
by  one  who  has  the  authority  from  the  Lord  to 
perform  it. 
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Why  Rome  Needed  the  Apostle  Paul 


by  H.  Aldous  Dixon 

THE  great  civilizations  of  history,  for  the  most 
part,  are  said  to  have  followed  a  distinct  cycle; 
namely,  the  growth  phase,  the  decay  phase,  and  the 
death  phase. 

Often,  the  first,  or  growth  phase,  was  conspicuous 
for  its  liberty-loving,  patriotic,  industrious  people 
motivated  by  great  spiritual  fervor. 

The  second  phase — the  decay  phase — is  marked 
by  abundance,  greed,  laxity  of  morals,  and  religious 
skepticism. 

The  third,  or  death  phase,  finds  a  society  grown 
spiritually  weak,  wealthy,  apathetic,  and  willing  to 
surrender  liberty  and  other  spiritual  values  for 
creature  comfort. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  writing:  (1)  to  describe 
some  of  the  influences  and  evils  which  drove  Rome 
to  her  destruction;  (2)  to  point  out  that  many  of 
these  evils  are  evident  in  our  society  even  today; 
and  (3)  to  indicate  the  Apostle  Paul's  efforts  to 
prevent  the  Roman  Christians  from  partaking  of  the 
Empire's  degeneracy  as  it  slipped  headlong  into  the 
third,  or  death  phase  of  its  existence. 

Rome  surely  needed  a  Paul,  and  so  do  we. 

The  old-fashioned  Roman  was  a  liberty-loving 
puritan.  He  was  shocked  by  the  festivals  and  physi- 
cal pleasures  of  the  Etruscans.  Yet,  in  the  later 
years  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the  ultra-sophisticated 
Roman  probably  left  the  Etruscan  far  behind  in 
such  matters.1 

In  his  work,  The  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  Gibbon  concluded  that  "the  most  potent 
and  forcible  cause  of  destruction  [of  the  city  of 
Rome  was]  the  domestic  hostilities  of  the  Romans 
themselves.  .  .  The  peace  of  the  city  was  disturbed 
by  .  .  .  frequent  seditions  .  .  .  which  violated  with 
impunity  the  laws  of  the  Code  and  the  Gospel.  .  ."2 

A  recent  article  summarizes  the  causes  of  the  fall 
of  Rome,  as  described  by  Gibbon  in  his  work  as 
follows:  (1)  "The  rapid  increase  of  divorce;  the  un- 
dermining of  the  home,  which  is  the  basis  of  society"; 
(2)  "Higher  and  higher  taxes  and  the  spending  of 
public  monies  for  free  bread  and  circuses,  for  the 
populace";  (3)  "The  mad  craze  for  pleasure;  sports 
becoming  every  year  more  brutal  and  exciting"; 
(4)  "The  building  of  gigantic  armaments  when  the 
real  danger  was  within  in  the  decadence  of  the  peo- 
ple"; (5)  "The  decay  of  religion  .  .  .  faith  fading  into 

(For  Course  12,  lesson  of  May  20,  "Life  in  the  Roman  Empire"; 
for  Course  18,  lesson  of  June  17,  "Repentance";  for  Course  26, 
lessons  of  April  29  and  May  6,  "Civic  Responsibility";  and  for 
Course  28,  lesson  of  April  15,  "Repentance.") 

^hys  Carpenter  and  Herget,  "Ancient  Rome  Brought  to  Life," 
National  Geographic  Magazine,  November,  1946. 

2Gibbon,  The  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  Vol-  VI, 
1899;  Peter  F.  Collier  publisher;  chapter  71. 


mere  form,  losing  touch  with  life  and  becoming  im- 
potent to  warn  and  guide  the  people."3 

The  seeds  of  death  which  were  inherent  in  the 
Roman  character  and  in  the  character  of  their  gov- 
ernment just  prior  to  the  time  of  Paul  are  described 
by  Sallust  as  follows:  "After  Sulla  recovered  the 
government  by  force,  everybody  became  robbers 
and  plunderers.  Virtue  lost  her  influence,  and  a  life 
of  innocence  was  regarded  as  a  life  of  mere  ill  nature. 
Youth  threw  off  all  consideration  and  restraint  .  .  . 
all  kinds  of  debauchery  had  spread  abroad.  Men 
and  women  alike  threw  off  all  restraint  and  modesty. 
.  .  .  Cateline  kept  about  him  all  the  lawless,  the 
shameless  libertines,  the  profligate  sensual  rascals, 
the  sacrilegious  persons  and  convicts  from  every 
quarter.  .  .  The  young  he  courted  and  aroused  their 
passions.  .  .  He  spared  neither  purse  nor  character 
to  get  their  political  support."4 

The  Apostle  Paul  had  these  conditions  in  mind 
when  he  wrote  his' Epistle  to  the  Romans.  He  wrote 
that  the  wrath  of  God  was  revealed  against  the  un- 
righteous who  worshiped  the  creature  rather  than 
the  Creator;  that  the  people  were  filled  with  un- 
righteousness, fornication,  maliciousness,  murder,  de- 
ceit, .  .  .  that  they  were  covenant  breakers  without 
affection,  and  were  unmerciful.  (See  Romans  1:25- 
32.) 

He  said  to  the  Saints  in  Rome:  "...  I  thank 
my  God  through  Jesus  Christ  for  you  all,  that  your 
faith  is  spoken  of  throughout  the  whole  world."  He 
told  them  he  was  ready  to  preach  the  Gospel  at 
Rome,  "For  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ:  for  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation 
to  every  one  that  believeth;  ..."  (Romans  1:8,  16.) 

He  pleaded  with  the  people  to  "be  alive  in 
Christ,"  not  "dead  in  sin" — not  to  "let  sin  reign 
in  their  mortal  bodies"  but  "to  yield  themselves  un- 
to Christ."  He  also  pleaded  with  them  to  consecrate 
their  bodies,  saying:  "I  beseech  you  therefore,  breth- 
ren, by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  ye  present  your 
bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God, 
.  .  ."  (Romans  12:1.) 

Statistics  on  divorce,  juvenile  delinquency,  crime, 
and  desertion  indicate  that  the  seeds  of  death  de- 
scribed above  are  present  also  in  the  United  States; 
furthermore,  that  materialistic  philosophies  and 
changes  in  modern  life  are  tending  to  destroy  the 
landmarks  set  by  the  nation's  Christian  forefathers. 
For  example,  recent  studies  by  Prince,  Swindle,  and 
Goetzel,  among  others,  suggest  a  shift  away  from 
puritan  morality  toward  relativistic  moral  attitudes 


sThe  Builders. 

4Sallust,  The  Conspiracy  of  Cateline,  Bonn  Translation. 
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on  the  part  of  young  school  principals,  teachers  and 
students  in  certain  geographic  areas,  and  especially 
in  private,  nonreligious  schools.5 

Thanks  to  Christianity,  brutality  among  modern 
nations,  except  in  time  of  war,  is  generally  not  nearly 
as  terrible  as  it  was  in  Rome.  Slaves  were  brought 
into  Rome  in  great  numbers.  After  300  B.C.  the 
Romans  adopted  the  practice  of  making  slaves  of 
conquered  peoples  rather  than  killing  them.  They 
were  bought  and  sold  like  cattle.  Their  bodies  were 
violated.  They  were  often  beaten  to  death,  crucified, 
tortured,  burned,  buried  alive,  or  forced  into  gladi- 
atorial combats.  Christians  were  treated  in  the  same 
way,  during  times  of  persecution.  Seneca  wrote: 
"Now  for  butchery  pure  and  simple.  The  combatants 
have  nothing  to  protect  themselves.  Their  bodies 
are  open  to  every  blow.  Never  a  thrust  but  finds 
its  mark." 

Emperor  Titus,  using  the  labor  of  12,000  captive 
Jews,  completed  the  great  Coliseum  in  Rome — A.D. 
80.  He  inaugurated  it  with  a  blood  bath.  For  100 
days  the  arena  shook  with  the  roar  of  50,000  specta- 
tors, the  screams  of  5,000  beasts  and  the  death 
agonies  of  untold  gladiators. 

Nero  (A.D.  64)  accused  the  Christians  of  setting 
fire  to  Rome.  As  a  result,  they  were  crucified, 
dressed  in  wild  animal  skins  and  torn  to  pieces  by 
dogs,  and  made  into  torches  and  ignited  at  night 
to  light  up  the  parks  and  gardens. 

It  is  little  wonder  that  such  terrible  scenes  as 
these  caused  Paul  to  cry  out  with  all  his  might 
against  these  degrading  paganistic  forces  and  to 
show  the  Roman  Christians  the  way  out  in  the  form 
of  Christ's  Gospel  of  love.  He  soars  to  new  heights 
in  his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  which  theologians  call 
"The  Summary  of  Christianity."  "So  we,  being 
many,  are  one  body  in  Christ, .  . ."  he  said,  "Let  love 
be  without  dissimulation  [pretense]  ...  Be  kindly 
affectioned  one  to  another  with  brotherly  love;  ..." 
(Romans  12:5,  9,  10.)  He  proclaimed:  "Though  I 
.speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and 
have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding  brass,  or 
a  tinkling  cymbal."  (J  Corinthians  13:1.) 

Communism's  hatred  of  capitalism  almost  rivals 
in  intensity  the  domestic  hostility  between  the  Ro- 
mans themselves.  Racial  hatred  and  the  hostility 
between  labor  and  capital  within  the  USA  are  stark 
violations  of  Christ's  Gospel  of  love  and  represent 
powerful  forces  that  could  lead  the  country  down 
the  road  to  internal  strife  and  decay.  At  the  base 
of  this  hatred  is  the  greed  of  paganistic  materialism, 
which  ignores  the  first  and  greatest  commandment 
by  putting  self  first  and  ignoring  God  and  neighbor. 

sRichard  Prince,  "Student  Values  Do  Differ,"  Phi  Delta  Kappan, 
May,  1959;  pages  305-307. 
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As  terrible  as  was  the  hostility  and  brutality 
among  the  Romans,  Gibbon  tells  us  that  obscure 
millions  suffered  worse  from  the  avarice  of  their  mas- 
ters. Taxes  mounted  with  oppressive  weight.  Mon- 
archs  levied  taxes  at  will  and  spent  the  money  at 
their  pleasure.  They  not  only  taxed,  but  they  con- 
fiscated property  right  and  left.  They  bankrupted 
Gaul. 

Gibbon  wrote:    "While  [the  great  Roman  Em- 

(Concluded  on  page  87.) 
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Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing 
them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost: 

Teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I 
have  commanded  you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with  you  al- 
way,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Amen.  (Mat- 
thew 28:19,20.) 

And  the  voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all  people, 
by  the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I  have  chosen 
in  these  last  days. 

And  they  shall  go  forth  and  none  shall  stay 
them,  for  I  the  Lord  have  commanded  them.  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  1  r4,  5.) 

For  behold  the  field  is  white  already  to  harvest; 
and  lo,  he  that  thrusteth  in  his  sickle  with  his  might, 
the  same  layeth  up  in  store  that  he  perisheth  not, 
but  bringeth  salvation  to  his  soul.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  4:4.) 

And,  if  you  keep  my  commandments  and  endure 
to  the  end  you  shall  have  eternal  life,  which  gift  is 
the  greatest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  14:7.) 

As  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  we  should  follow  the  admonition 
of  our  Prophet  David  O.  McKay  to  be  missionaries 
and  share  the  Gospel  and  its  blessings  wherever 
opportunity  may  afford. 

Trie  anxious  desire  to  be  engaged  in  the  Lord's 
work  can  be  seen  on  the  faces  of  those  entering  the 
missionary  home,  and  we  know  they  have  been 
taught  well  at  home  to  forego  the  pleasures  of  dates, 
parties  and  dancing  that  they  might  reap  the  joys 
of  the  future  by  helping  someone  to  see  the  light  of 
the  ^Gospel.  Joys  not  shared  with  others  become  a 
passing  ijmcy,  while  those  we  share  live  on  forever. 
To  sharl  a  mission  with  the  family  is^  a  wonderful 
experience,  and  parents  have  testified  that  the  Lord 
certainly  blesses  those  at  home  as  well  as  those  in 
the  mission  field. 

One  lady  missionary,  just  before  getting  her  re- 
lease, told  her  story: 

"Fathert>!|ad  become  inactive  and  driftedaway 
from  the  Church,  and  Mother  lost  interest.  When 
the  bishop  &sked  me  to  go  on  a  mission,  I  was  almost 

(For  Course  4,  lesson  of  April  8,  "Sharing  Church  with  the 
Family  Brings  Joy  ';  for  Course  10,  lesson  of  June  3,  "The  First 
Missionaries";  for  Course  12,  lesson  of  March  11,  "Preparation  for 
the  Ministry";  and  for  Course  25,  lessons  of  April  1-15,  "An  Ideal 
Concept  of  Maturity.") 


afraid  to  tell  them.  Father  hadn't  been  to  Church 
for  a  long  time;  and  when  my  testimonial  was  held, 
both  Father  and  Mother  were  asked  to  sit  on  the 
stand.  I  had  been  to  my  friend's  farewell,  and  her 
father  and  mother  were  asked  to  say  a  word.  This 
bothered  me  for  fear  my  parents  would  turn  down 
the  offer.  But  to  my  surprise,  Father  gave  a  talk; 
and  with  tears  running  down  his  cheeks  I  heard  him 
say,  'Please  forgive  me  for  taking  the  Church  for 
granted,  and  I  promise,  when  my  daughter  comes 
home,  we  will  be  ready  to  go  to  the  temple  and  be 
sealed  and  united  as  a  family.'  Today  I  received  a 
letter  and  the  joyous  message,  'I  was  ordained  an 
elder  last  Sunday,  and  Mother  and  I  are  waiting 
your  return  that  we  can  make  that  long-awaited  trip 
to  the  house  of  the  Lord.'  " 

Yes,  missions  are  shared  by  families.  Here  is  a 
story  or  two  of  those  coming  to  the  missionary  home. 

"Eight  years  ago,"  writes  John  from  Wells,  Neva- 
da, "my  father  gave  me  a  heifer  calf  so  I  could  start 
a  cow  herd  of  my  own.  Each  year  he  donated  an- 
other heifer  calf  to  me  for  my  herd.  We  called  this 
the  'Missionary  Herd.'  Whenever  one  of  my  cows 
had  a  bull  calf,  I  traded  him  to  Father  for  a  heifer 
calf.  Each  year  I  sold  enough  of  the  offspring  and 
older  cows  from  my  herd  to  pay  my  tithing  and  put 
the  balance  in  the  bank  for  my  mission  and  later 
for  college.  At  present  I  have  12  cows  in  my  herd. 
Feed  and  pasture  were  paid  for  by  my  working  for 
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my  father  during  the  summer  months  and  before 
and  after  school  time." 

From  Areata,  California,  Dan  writes:  "I'll  say 
I  want  to  go  on  a  mission!  For  the  last  three  years 
I  have  worked  as  a  janitor  for  a  drive-in  restaurant 
in  California.  I  went  to  work  at  3  a.m.  The  rest  of 
the  day  I  attended  Humboldt  State  College.  During 
the  summer  months  I  added  a  second  job.  After  my 
janitor  work  was  done,  I  worked  at  a  lumber  mill. 
The  money  I  earned  was  tithed  and  the  balance  was 
put  in  savings  for  my  mission.  On  Sunday  I  served 
as  a  Sunday  School  superintendent  and  branch  clerk 
in  a  branch  of  475.  My  father  is  a  college  professor 
and  my  mother  a  graduate  schoolteacher.  They 
taught  me  that  I  should  think  enough  about  a  mis- 
sion to  pay  for  it  myself.  My  dreams  are  coming 
true — as  I  help  the. Lord  to  make  them  come  true." 

David's  home  is  in  Arizona.  His  plans  for  a 
mission  started  five  years  ago  when  he  began  de- 
livering newspapers.  The  money  earned  was  put  in 
the  bank  for  the  time  when  he  would  go  on  a  mission. 
David  says:  "My  day  started  at  4; 30  a.m.  By  7  a.m. 
I  was  at  seminary.  This  was  my  schedule  for  four 
years  of  high  school.  I  also  participated  in  three 
major  sports.  Because  of  devoted  service,  the  news- 
paper awarded  me  a  $1,000  scholarship  to  the  college 
of  my  choice.  When  my  mission  call  came,  I  had 
my  clothes  and  books  purchased  and  was  all  ready 
to  go." 

As  I  met  a  mother  and  father  talking  to  their 
son,  they  asked  me  if  I  remembered  them,  for  just 
a  year  ago  they  were  in  the  missionary  home  saying 
good-by  to  another  son,  who  is  now  on  a  mission 


in  Europe.  The  young  elder  spoke  up  and  said, 
"Yes,  we  share  the  mission  in  our  family.  Mother 
is  a  professional  seamstress,  and  she  sews  while  her 
two  sons  are  reaping.  We  have  a  great  joy  and  a 
'togetherness'  feeling  about  it  all." 

Rickey,  who  is  only  7  years  old,  talks  a  lot  about 
when  he  grows  up  and  goes  on  a  mission.  He  has 
found  a  wonderful  friend,  a  widow  known  as  Aunt 
Adele  (Sister  Bird),  who  has  offered  him  a  challenge: 
"For  every  dollar  you  save  for  your  mission,  Rickey!; 
I'll  match  it."  Rickey  mows  lawns  and  does  various 
other  jobs.  Together  these  two  make  regular  trips 
to  the  bank  where  a  savings  account,  "For  My  Mis- 
sion," has  been  set  up.  Since  these  two  have  started 
this  fund,  grandpas  and  grandmas  have  been  adding 
to  the  fund  with  birthday  gifts,  etc.  Rickey's  eyes 
are  full  of  sparkles.  Already  his  heart  is  set  on  the 
day  "when  I  go  on  my  mission."  When  that  day 
comes  he  will  have  enough  saved  for  it. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  has  been  restored  in 
these  last  days  through  the  wisdom  of  God  to  bring 
peace  and  joy  in  this  life  and  promises  for  everyone 
of  eternal  life,  which  is  the  greatest  gift  of  God  to 
those  who  are  faithful  to  the  end. 

— President  Lorin  L.  Richards.* 


*Dr.  Richards  is  president  of  the  missionary  home  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  where  he  has  served  since  1957.  His  previous  missionary  ex- 
perience includes  service  in  the  Central  States  Mission  from  1917-1920, 
and  service  as  president  of  the  Great  Lakes  Mission  from  1953-1957. 
President  Richards  has  been  an  assistant  superintendent  and  superin- 
tendent in  the  MIA,  superintendent  in  1he  Sunday  School,  bishop  of 
Malad  Ward  'Idaho),  first  counselor  in  high  priests  presidency,  and 
member  of  the  Highland  Stake  High  Council.  He  is  also  an  Eagle 
Scout,  has  worked  as  Scout  Commissioner,  and  was  an  instructor  in 
first  aid  and  life  saving.  He  is  now  president  of  Sugar  House  Rotary 
Club.  Dr.  R^hards  taught  school  in  Malad,  and  following  his  gradu- 
ation from  Kama-;  City  Western  Dental  School  in  1925,  he  practiced 
dentistry  for  35  years.  He  and  his  wife,  Florence  Holbrook  Richards, 
have  three  children  and  15  grandchildren. 


WHY  ROME   NEEDED  THE   APOSTLE   PAUL    (Concluded  from  page  85) 


pire]  was  invaded  by  open  violence,  or  undermined 
by  slow  decay,  a  pure  and  humble  religion  gently 
insinuated  itself  into  the  minds  of  men,  grew  up  in 
silence  and  obscurity,  derived  new  vigor  from  oppo- 
sition, and  finally  erected  the  triumphant  banner  of 
the  Cross  on  the  ruins  of  the  Capitol."6 

Unfortunately,  Christendom's  record  is  not  one 


6Gibbon,   The  Decline   and  Fall   of   the   Roman  Empire,    Vol,   II; 
chapter  15. 


of  peace,  harmony,  and  love!  But  true  Christianity 
has  the  power  to  eliminate  avarice  and  the  worship 
of  creature  comforts,  to  destroy  the  evils  of  domestic 
hostility,  to  prevent  the  disintegration  of  the  home, 
and  to  replace  hatred  and  brutality  with  gentleness 
and  love.  In  other  words,  only  Christian  living  can 
change  the  "cycle"  and  assure  the  continuance  of 
a  civilization. 
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They  Turned  the  Tables  on  Trouble 


by  Dr.  Alfred  M.  Okelberry'' 


MISFORTUNE  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  It 
may  come  to  the  rich  or  the  poor,  to  the 
bond  or  the  free,  to  the  righteous  or  the  sinner. 
It  may  strike  as  an  economic  disaster,  a  family 
tragedy  or  a  serious  impairment  to  health,  to  men- 
tion just  a  few  possibilities.  We  are  fond  of  the  rags- 
to-riches  stories  and  of  the  tales  of  men  who  have 
accumulated  much  in  the  way  of  material  possessions 
after  suffering  serious  financial  loss.  But  there  are 
few  examples  of  heroic  effort  that  warm  our  hearts 
as  do  the  accounts  of  the  physically  handicapped 
overcoming  their  adversities.  Rarely  does  the  afflict- 
ed person  recognize  any  personal  blessing  at  the 
outset,  but  it  has  been  demonstrated  time  and  again 
that  those  who  are  humbled  by  their  affliction  can 
receive  a  special  blessing  of  strength,  understanding 
adjustment  and  the  capacity  to  find  happiness  and 
satisfaction  in  a  productive  life. 

•    •    • 

Eighteen  years  ago  four  teen-age  girls  became 
well  acquainted  during  the  many  months  they  were 
patients  in  the  Salt  Lake  City  Latter-day  Saints 
Hospital.  Their  illnesses  were  worse  than  average 
and  their  disabilities  were  severe.    Pat  had  already 


,  (For  Course  26,  lessons  of  May  20,  27,  "Health  and  Economic 
Security";  for  Course  6,  lesson  of  April  8,  "Self-reliant — and  Others 
Admire  Us,"  and  lesson  of  June  10,  "Thoughtful — and  We  Bring 
Happiness  to  Others";  and  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  June  10,  "En- 
durance.") 

Dr.  Okelberry,  an  orthopedic  surgeon,  is  a  member  of  the  clinical 
staff  of  the  LDS  and  Primary  Children's  Hospitals,  is  an  associate 
clinical  professor  of  surgery  at  the  University  of  Utah  College  of 
Medicine;  is  chairman  of  the  Trauma  Committee  for  the  Utah  State 
Medical  Association;  and  is  section  chief  for  Utah,  Colorado,  Wyoming, 
and  New  Mexico  for  the  Committee  on  Trauma  of  the  American  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  Utah  State  Medical  Association,  the  Salt  Lake  County  Medical 
Society,  the  Salt  Lake  Surgical  Society,  the  Western  Orthopedic 
Association,  the  Pan  Pacific  Surgical  Association,  and  is  a  fellow  in 
the  American  College  of  Surgeons.  He  holds  degrees  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Utah— B.A.,  1929,  and  M.A.,  1931— and  from  Harvard  Medical 
School — M.D.,  1934;  and  he  is  a  member  of  Phi  Kappa  Phi,  honorary 
scholastic  fraternity,  and  Sigma  Xi,  honorary  scientific  fraternity.  He 
is  a  high  priest  and  Sunday  School  superintendent  of  the  Ensign  Ward, 
Ensign  Stake.  He  and  his  wife,  Helen  Ridges  Okelberry,  have  two 
daughters,  Mrs.  Richard  L.  (Joan)  Clissold  and  Mrs.  R.  Dean  (Jean) 
Hill;  one  son,  Carl  R.;  and  six  grandchildren. 


been  in  the  Primary  Children's  Hospital  for  11  of 
her  13  years.  Two  of  the  girls  had  paralyzed  legs, 
one  had  a  severe  deformity,  and  the  fourth  had  a 
chronic  bone  infection  in  one  leg.  On  the  brighter 
side  was  the  development  of  lasting  friendships, 
wonderful  attitudes,  and  deep  appreciation  for  the 
seemingly  few  blessings  which  came  to  them.  The 
girls  regarded  them  in  essentially  the  same  manner 
as  the  well-known  Pollyanna.  It  is  still  possible  to 
talk  occasionally  with  one  of  them  and  get  the  news 
about  the  others  as  well. 

Even  now,  Pat,  who  is  unable  to  walk,  regards 
the  many  experiences  which  have  been  directly  asso- 
ciated with  her  disability  as  being  so  important  that 
she  would  not  want  to  give  up  any  of  them.  She 
has  many  friends  and  has  made  outstanding  achieve- 
ments in  spite  of  her  limitations.  Her  13  years  of 
teaching  in  the  Sunday  School  have  brought  many 
blessings.  She  has  won  her  Golden  Gleaner  award, 
and  she  goes  to  the  temple  regularly.  With  a  steady 
job,  she  is  self-supporting.  Pat  regards  all  of  her 
afflictions  as  blessings,  and  she  has  a  feeling  of 
security,  a  comfortable  living  and  peace  of  mind. 

•    •    • 

Recently  a  ward  in  Salt  Lake  City  held  a  success- 
ful fund-raising  dinner.  It  was  climaxed  by  the  gift 
of  a  large  and  beautiful  rag  rug  which  had  been  made 
by  an  elderly  blind  member  of  the  ward.  This  was 
her  contribution  to  the  building  fund.  Sealed  bids 
were  accepted  and  to  the  surprise  of  everyone  in 
attendance,  there  were  three  bids,  each  for  $500.  A 
drawing  became  necessary  to  determine  the  winner. 
With  the  handicap  of  blindness  and  with  her  humble- 
ness and  generosity,  this  fine  lady  had  braided  and 
sewed  the  collected  rags  into  an  attractive  and  useful 
rug.  Money  was  thus  provided  to  help  with  the  final 
payment  on  the  chapel,  but  more  important  was  the 
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fine  example  she  set  of  giving  of  her  energies  in 
support  of  Church  programs.  How  closely  this  paral- 
lels the  Saviour's  parable  of  the  widow's  mite! 


•    • 


Another  lady  who  is  not  only  blind  but  also  deaf 
has,  through  special  effort  year  after  year,  developed 
a  special  means  of  communication  to  keep  herself 
informed  on  current  events  and  receive  the  messages 
in  Church  meetings.  All  of  this  information  comes 
by  a  series  of  movements  as  she  clasps  the  hands  of 
a  close  friend  who  is  able  to  see  and  hear. 

She  is  by  no  means  an  idle  person.  At  home  she 
does  all  her  housework,  including  ironing  and  baking. 
She  shovels  the  snow  from  her  sidewalk,  and  at 
times  she  includes  the  walks  of  her  neighbors.  Much 
of  her  time  is  spent  making  artificial  flowers  and 
other  articles  for  sale,  and  in  writing  for  a  magazine 
which  is  published  in  Braille.  Through  her  writings, 
old  friendships  are  renewed  and  new  friends  are 
acquired.  The  near-200  people  with  whom  she  cor- 
responds live  in  many  parts  of  this  country  and  in 
her  homeland,  Norway. 

The  ability  to  work  is  her  joy.  She  helps  with 
ward  dinners,  has  worked  in  the  cannery  at  Welfare 
Square,  has  helped  serve  meals  at  the  stake  farm, 
and  she  takes  great  pleasure  in  helping  to  maintain 
her  son  on  a  mission. 


•    • 


Allen  was  born  and  reared  in  a  small  Utah  town. 
With  the  death  of  his  father  when  Allen  was  9  years 
old,  the  boy  began  working  at  odd  jobs  for  neigh- 
bors. Before  long  he  acquired  the  smoking  habit. 
At  age  lSy2,  he  had  his  feelings  hurt  and  suddenly 
dropped  out  of  Church  activity.  It  was  always  pos- 
sible for  him  to  obtain  employment  during  the  sum- 
mer; in  the  winter,  much  of  his  time  was  spent 
wrestling  and  boxing.  His  health  was  good  and  he 
worked  hard,  mainly  on  construction  jobs.  There 
was  never  a  thought  about  any  change  in  his  health 
or  in  his  attitude  toward  the  Church. 

Twenty-eight  years  rolled  by  without  his  ever 
attending  Church.  At  45,  while  living  in  Montana, 
he  went  to  a  few  meetings  with  friends.  Adversity 
was  to  come  and  several  more  years  were  to  pass, 
however,  before  he  developed  any  particular  interest 
in  the  Church. 

At  the  age  of  46  he  began  having  pain  in  his 
left  big  toe.  Slowly  his  entire  foot  became  involved, 
and  a  diagnosis  of  Buerger's  disease  was  made.  In 
this  condition,  the  blood  vessels  become  smaller  than 
normal  with  a  consequent  decrease  in  the  flow  of 
blood.  It  may  be  either  caused  or  aggravated  by 
smoking.  Persistence  of  the  impairment  in  the  cir- 
culation results  in  death  of  the  tissues  (or  dry 
gangrene)  with  the  toes  and  fingers  becoming  in- 
volved first. 


It  has  been  well  known  for  many  years  that 
anyone  who  develops  this  condition  or  any  other 
occlusive  disease  of  the  blood  vessels  should  not  use 
tobacco  in  any  form.1  The  cigarette  habit  had  such 
a  grip  on  this  man  that  he  was  unable  to  stop 
smoking  in  spite  of  repeated  urgings  by  the  physi- 
cians who  examined  him. 

Six  years  after  his  trouble  began,  it  became  nec- 
essary to  amputate  his  left  leg;  and  with  his  con- 
tinuing indifference  regarding  his  health,  the  circula- 
tion in  his  right  foot  lasted  only  two  more  years. 
Allen  became  partially  disabled  at  46,  and  at  54  he 
became  totally  disabled.  Then  he  had  ample  time 
to  reflect  on  his  problems  and  search  for  something 
to  do  in  the  future.  Heart  disease  added  to  his 
burden  and  produced  other  limitations  to  his  activi- 
ties. One  additional  operation  became  necessary  to 
improve  the  circulation  in  his  fingers.  With  his 
physical  condition  at  a  low  ebb  and  as  a  result  of 
the  administrations  by  the  elders,  Allen  decided  to 
stop  smoking. 

To  have  lost  both  legs  during  a  period  of  two 
years  and  to  have  been  so  ill  as  to  almost  die  were 
certainly  sobering  experiences.  Having  his  home 
ward  take  care  of  his  hospital  expenses,  and  receiving 
administrations  by  the  elders,  touched  his  heart. 
He  then  recognized  the  blessing  of  being  alive  and 
free  from  pain.  With  this  enlightenment,  it  became 
easy  for  him  to  cooperate  with  those  who  were  striv- 
ing to  improve  his  health  and  bring  to  him  peace  of 
mind  and  a  measure  of  security.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  he  became  a  humble  man.  To  him  the  Word  of 
Wisdom  took  on  a  new  meaning.  For  the  last  nine 
years  Allen  has  spent  almost  his  entire  time  doing 
temple  work.  Not  long  ago  he  declared  that  the  loss 
of  his  legs  was  the  greatest  blessing  of  his  life. 

•    •    • 

For  many  years  it  has  been  my  conviction  that 
economic  hardship,  a  serious  illness,  or  a  long  period 
of  disability  associated  with  an  accident,  could  be 
worth  while  if  a  person's  indifference  toward  the 
Church  could  thereby  be  changed  to  a  life  of  activity 
and  loyal  service.  Perhaps  it  takes  great  faith  to 
recognize  blessings,  particularly  in  the  midst  of 
affliction.  However,  people  with  a  reasonable  knowl- 
edge of  the  Gospel  and  the  ability  to  accept  many 
things  on  faith  alone  are  better  able  to  endure  dis- 
appointments than  those  without  these  convictions. 
Among  the  physically  unfortunate,  one  often  sees 
the  development  of  courage,  determination,  humility, 
faith,  and  an  appreciation  for  the  everyday  blessings 
which  most  of  us  take  for  granted.  With  goals  set 
high,  achievement  is  usually  possible  in  spite  of 
serious  physical  handicaps.  Blessings  can  result 
from  adversities. 


iCecil  and  Loeb,  A  Textbook  of  Medicine,  Tenth  Edition,  Vol.  II, 
1961;  W.  B.  Saunders  Company,  Philadelphia  and  London;  page  1329. 
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Who  Are  Our 
Heavenly  Father's 


«?«?«? 


As  we  come  to  Sunday  School  each  Sunday 
morning,  we  find  many  of  our  Heavenly  Father's 
helpers  ready  to  serve  us.  Let  us  see  if  we  can 
name  some  of  these  helpers:  the  bishop  and  his 
counselors,  the  Sunday  School  superintendency,  the 
coordinator,  the  secretary,  the  chorister  and  organist, 
the  deacons,  teachers,  and  priests,  and  our  wonderful 
class  teachers.  There  are  others,  too.  Can  we  name 
them? 

We  will  always  remember  to  be  grateful  for 
these  helpers  and  to  show  our  love  and  respect  for 
them  by  being  reverent  and  happy  in  Sunday  School. 
We  will  also  remember  to  thank  our  Heavenly  Father 
for  His  many  fine  servants. 

— Nettie  T.  Bagley. 


(For  Course  2,  lesson  of  April  8,   "Heavenly  Father  Has   Special 
Helpers,"  and  lesson  of  April  15,  "Special  Helpers  at  Sunday  School.") 


LWanda  Mae,  Honda,  and  Russell  are  very  happy  to  have 
Bishop  Hewlett  greet  them  as  they  enter  Sunday  School. 

M  Sister   Cooper,   Junior    Sunday   School   chorister,    helps 
the  children  of  Sister  Owen's  class  to   learn  a  new  song. 


. 


A.The  young  men  of  the  priesthood  are  valuable  helpers 
in  Junior  Sunday  School  as  they  administer  the  sacrament. 

■^  Sister  Thaxton,  Junior  Sunday  School  coordinator,  pre- 
pares for  the  worship  service  before  Sunday  School  begins. 
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".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  Jay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground. 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,26. 
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BZEKIEL 

an  Exiled  Prophet 


Son  of  man,  1  have  made  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  house  of  Israel;  therefore  hear 
the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them  warning  from  me,   (Ezekiel  3:17.) 

Ezekiel  was  an  exile.  He  knew  what  it  was  to  abandon  home  and  homeland  for- 
ever and  become  one  of  an  expendable  class  of  humans  subjected  to  the  will,  the  wiles, 
and  the  dominion  of  human  overlords. 

Before  captivity  and  exile  (about  597  B.C.),  he  had  lived  through  part  of  the 
decline  and  decay  of  his  nation's  religion,  morals,  and  politics.  It  may  well  be  that  he  saw 
as  a  youth  the  last  attempt  by  the  government  to  ward  off  disaster,  at  the  time  when 
the  book  of  the  Law  of  Moses  was  found  in  the  temple,  in  the  days  of  good  king 
Josiah,  and  a  great  religious  revival  was  undertaken.  But  subsequently  he  saw  the  aban- 
don with  which  people  and  priests,  kings  and  counselors  forsook  the  ways  of  the  Lord 
to  return  to  the  ways  of  the  heathen  —  and  the  ways  of  their  sister  tribes  of  northern 
Israel,  whose  decadence  resulted  in  their  being  conquered  and  lost  a  hundred  years  be- 
fore, in  the  time  of  the  prophet  Isaiah.  (See  Ezekiel  11:12  and  chapter  23  for  his  les- 
sons drawn  from  history.) 


Ezekiel  was  probably  taken  into  Babylon  when 
young  king  Jehoiachin  was  taken,  along  with  cour- 
tiers, princes,  mighty  men,  craftsmen  and  smiths 
and  all  but  the  poorest  sort  of  people  of  the  land. 
(See  II  Kings  24:12-16.)  Deep  in  the  land  of  Meso- 
potamia, by  the  channels  of  Chebar,  the  exiles 
were  transplanted;  and  he  saw  them  weep  by  the 
waters  of  Babylon  when  they  remembered  Zion. 
(See  Psalm  137:1.)  There  the  call  of  the  Lord 
came  to  him;  and  in  three  visions  of  symbols  show- 
ing forth  the  powers  of  God,  he  was  instructed 
and  commissioned  to  speak  for  the  Lord: 

And  the  spirit  entered  into  me  when  he  spake 
unto  me,  and  set  me  upon  my  feet,  that  I  heard 
him  that  spake  unto  me.  And  he  said  unto  me, 
Son  of  man,  I  send  thee  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
to  a  rebellious  nation  that  hath  rebelled  against 
me:  they  and  their  fathers  have  transgressed 
against  me,  even  unto  this  very  day  .  .  .  And  they, 
whether  they  will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  for- 
bear, (for  they  are  a  rebellious  house,)  yet  shall 
know  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet  among 
them.  (Ezekiel  2:2,  3,  5.) 

But  the  people  of  his  time,  like  the  people  of 
today,  were  reluctant  to  believe  that  that  which 
they  always  had  possessed  could  end  just  then  or 
be  destroyed.  They  kept  thinking:  "All  is  well;  our 
days  are  prolonged  and  the  prophecies  and  visions 
have  not  come  to  pass."  But  the  Lord  said  to  the 
remnant  in  Judah  less  than  ten  years  before  Jeru- 
salem was  destroyed,  ". .  .The  days  are  at  hand, 
. .  .there  shall  none  of  my  words  be  prolonged  any 
more,  but  the  word  which  I  have  spoken  shall  be 
done,  .  .  ."  (Ezekiel  12:23,  28.)  He  compared  Ju- 
dah to  Sodom,  whose  iniquity  also  had  been  pride, 
opulence,  idleness,  haughty  sophistication  and  ne- 
glect of  charity.  They,  too,  had  busied  themselves 
with  abominations  before  God.  (See  Ezekiel  16: 
46-50.)  Because  the  remnant  of  the  chosen  people, 
who  should  have  been  showing  wisdom  and 
strength  before  the  nations,  did  abominations  in 
the  dark,  they  were  rejected.  Because  they  listened 
not  unto  His  prophets,  but  to  lying  reassurances 
of  peace  and  security  (see  Ezekiel  13),  the  Lord 
departed  from  them,  and  His  glory  left  the  temple, 
and  they  were  left  unto  themselves.  (See  Ezekiel 
9:3ft.1;  10:18;  11:22-12:16.  Compare  this  with  a 
warning  for  our  day  in  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
63:32-35.) 

Nonetheless,  there  was  a  future  still  for  those 
who  would  repent  and  accept  renewal  of  the 
Spirit  by  the  Lord.  (See  Ezekiel  11:13-21.)  Some 
would  be  brought  back  from  Babylon  in  70  years,  as 
we  know  from  the  prophecies  of  others.  (Compare 
Jeremiah  25:11,  12;  29:10;  Daniel  9:2;  fulfillment 
in  II  Chronicles  36:20-23.)  But  Ezekiel  gave  those 
of  his  generation  little  hope  of  getting  back  to 
things  as  they  had  been.  Meanwhile,  they  were 
not  to  sit  and  lament  their  fate,  but  to  make  the 


1  Abbreviation  for  "following"  verses. 


best  of  it,  even  as  Ezekiel  set  the  example.  As  a 
symbol  unto  them,  he  was  told  not  even  to  lament 
the  death  of  his  wife,  "the  desire  of  his  eyes," 
when  she  was  taken,  for  she  could  not  be  brought 
back.  (Ezekiel  24:15ff.)  Neither  would  the  old  life 
in  Jerusalem  return.  Moreover,  they  were  not  to 
blame  their  fathers  or  others  for  their  sad  lot,  but 
each  was  to  seek  to  better  his  own  state.  Whoso- 
ever would  repent  and  be  just,  doing  that  which  is 
lawful  and  right,  walking  in  the  Lord's  statutes, 
dealing  truly  with  his  fellows,  "he  shall  surely 
live,  saith  the  Lord  God."  In  a  pronouncement 
not  unlike  our  own  Second  Article  of  Faith,  the 
prophet  said: 

Yet  say  ye,  Why?  doth  not  the  son  bear  the 
iniquity  of  the  father? .  .  .The  soul  that  sinneth,  it 
shall  die.  The  son  shall  not  bear  the  iniquity  of 
the  father,  neither  shall  the  father  bear  the  iniq- 
uity of  the  son:  the  righteousness  of  the  righteous 
shall  be  upon  him,  and  the  wickedness  of  the 
wicked  shall  be  upon  him.  But  if  the  wicked  will 
turn  from  all  his  sins  that  he  hath  committed,  and 
keep  all  my  statutes,  and  do  that  which  is  lawful 
and  right,  he  shall  surely  live,  he  shall  not  die.  All 
his  transgressions  that  he  hath  committed,  they 
shall  not  be  mentioned  unto  him:  in  his  right- 
eousness that  he  hath  done  he  shall  live.  Have  I 
any  pleasure  at  all  that  the  wicked  should  die? 
saith  the  Lord  God:  and  not  that  he  should  re- 
turn from  his  ways,  and  live?  (Ezekiel  18:19-23. 
See  the  whole  chapter,  and  compare  similar  teach- 
ing through  Joseph  Smith,  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 58:42,  43;  or  19:16ff.  Recall  also  Isaiah 
1:16-19.) 

For  the  distant  latter  day,  Ezekiel  foresaw  a 
great  destiny  for  Israel  and  for  all  the  earth,  in  a 
day  when  all  should  know  that  the  Lord  is  God 
of  all.  Like  the  other  prophets,  he  saw  the  gath- 
ering of  Israel  and  the  establishment  of  the  king- 
dom and  the  king  of  David's  line.  (See  Ezekiel 
20:34ff.;  34:23;  37:21,  22,  24,  28).  He  saw  the 
dead  resurrected  to  be  gathered  with  the  rest. 
(See  Ezekiel  37:12-14.)  As  the  scattered  of  Israel 
would  be  united  again,  so  also  would  their  writ- 
ings be  brought  together  in  one  testimony.  (See 
Ezekiel  37:16,  17;  see  also  2  Nephi  29:12,  13.)  He 
saw  the  destruction  of  the  nations  who  combine  to 
try  to  overcome  the  restored  nation  of  Israel.  (See 
Ezekiel  38:2-39:7.)  He  describes  in  detail  the  re- 
stored temple  to  be  built  in  Jerusalem  (see  Ezekiel 
40-48)  and  tells  of  the  gate  of  it  through  which 
the  Lord,  the  God  of  Israel,  would  enter.  (See 
Ezekiel  44:2;  compare  with  Joseph  Fielding  Smith, 
Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith;  page  286.) 

Yes,  Ezekiel  was  an  exile,  and  he  knew  what  it 
was  to  suffer.  He  also  knew  how  to  endure  it  well 
and  tells  us  clearly  that  those  who  do  endure  and 
are  faithful  to  the  end,  in  his  day  or  in  ours,  shall 
be  restored  and  established  in  the  Lord's  kingdom. 

— Ellis  T.  Rasmussen. 
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THE  PICTURE 

This  scene  by  Eugene  Spiro  portrays  Ezekiel  in  his  role  as  "...  a  sign  unto  the 
house  of  Israel."  (Ezekiel  12:6.) 

The  captive  Israelites  were  hardhearted,  but  they  knew  Ezekiel  was  a  prophet. 
He  had  their  attention,  and  here  he  is  arousing  their  curiosity  with  apparently 
strange  behavior.  He  had  gathered  his  things,  dug  through  the  wall,  and  carried 
them  out,  with  his  face  covered,  to  another  place. 

In  doing  this  he  was  following  divine  instructions,  which  produced  effective 
results:  the  Israelites  were  moved  to  ask  the  prophet  what  he  was  doing.  This  gave 
him  a  better  opportunity  to  deliver  a  message  from  the  Lord,  beginning  with: 
".  .  .This  burden  concerneth  the  prince  in  Jerusalem,  and  all  the  house  of  Israel 
that  are  among  them."  (Ezekiel  12:10.  Also  see  the  rest  of  this  chapter  from  the 
beginning  through  verse  16.) 

Perhaps  Ezekiel's  most  significant  statement  to  the  Lord's  people  in  our  day  as 
well  as  in  his  time  was  this:  "I  am  your  sign:  .  .  ."  (Ezekiel  12:11.) 

— Virgil  B.  Smith. 
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".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground. 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,  26. 

Litho  in  U.S.A.  by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 

Painting  by  Goff  Dowding  For  The  Instructor 


".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground. 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,  26. 
Litho  in  U.S.A.  by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 
Painting  by  Goff  Dowding  For  The  Instructor 


".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground. 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,  26. 
Litho  in  U.S.A.  by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 
Painting  by  Goff  Dowding  For  The  Instructor 


".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground. 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,  26. 

Litho  in  U.S.A.  by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 
Painting  by  Goff  Dowding  For  The  Instructor 


".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground. 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,  26. 
Litho  in  U.S.A.  by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 
Painting  by  Goff  Dowding  For  The  Instructor 


".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground. 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  die  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,26. 
Litho  in  U.S.A.  by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 
Painting  by  Goff  Dowding  For  The  Instructor 


".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,  26. 

Litho  in  U.S.A.  by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 
Painting  by  Goff  Dowding  For  The  Instructor 


".  .  .  In  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host.  And 
when  the  dew  that  lay  was  gone  up,  behold,  upon  the  face  of 
the  wilderness  there  lay  a  small  round  thing,  as  small  as  the 
hoar  frost  on  the  ground. 

"And  when  the  children  of  Israel  saw  it,  they  said  one  to 
another,  It  is  manna:  .  .  .  And  Moses  said  unto  them,  This  is 
the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  you  to  eat. 

"This  is  the  thing  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  Gather 
of  it  every  man  according  to  his  eating,  .  .  . 

"And  the  children  of  Israel  did  so,  and  gathered,  some  more, 
some  less. 

"Six  days  ye  shall  gather  it;  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which  is 
the  sabbath,  in  it  there  shall  be  none." 

-Exodus  16:13-17,  26. 

Litho  in  U.S.A.  by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 
Painting  by  Goff  Dowding  For  The  Instructor 


The  Israelites  and.  the  Sabbath 


A    PICTURE    STORY    BY    MARIE    F.    FELT 


IT  was  a  long  journey  that  the  children  of  Israel 
were  taking.  They  had  left  Egypt  and  were  now 
on  their  way  to  their  promised  land  of  Canaan. 
There  they  would  build  new  homes,  do  the  kind  of 
work  that  they  liked  to  do,  and  best  of  all,  they 
would  be  able  to  worship  and  obey  God  without 
anyone  telling  them  to  stop  doing  so.  There  they 
could  be  the  kind  of  people  that  God  wanted  them 
to  be. 

On  the  night  they  left  Egypt,  they  had  a  feast 
of  roast  lamb  and  unleavened  bread  (bread  without 
yeast  in  it)  and  bitter  herbs  to  eat  with  it.  They 
also  had  quite  a  bit  of  unleavened  bread  dough 
ready,  which  they  took  with  them. 
Leaving  as  they  did,  in  such  a 
hurry,  they  probably  did  not  have 
time  to  prepare  other  food.  It  was 
also  not  possible  for  them  to  take 
enough  food  to  last  them  the  entire 
journey.  The  Bible  tells  us  that 
there  were  about  six  hundred  thou- 
sand men  on  foot  who  left  Egypt 
with  Moses,  besides  many  others. 
With  them  were  "...  flocks,  and 
herds,  even  very  much  cattle." 
(Exodus  12:38.)  The  people  were 
so  glad  to  be  out  of  Egypt  that 
they  sang  and  danced  and  praised 
God  for  His  goodness  to  them. 

With  such  a  lot  of  people  travel- 
ing, many  of  them  on  foot,  and  so 
many  animals  to  care  for,  they 
could  not  go  very  far  in  a  day.  It 
was  hot,  too,  and  the  people  and 
their  animals  became  very  thirsty. 
They  went  three  days  in  the  wil- 
derness and  found  no  water.  When 
they  did  find  some  at  a  place  called 
Marah,  it  was  too  bitter  to  drink. 

When  one  is  tired  and  hot  and 
thirsty,  he  is  usually  cross  and  in- 
clined to   grumble.    That  is  just 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  May  27,  "Obedient 
— and  We  Find  It  Easy  to  Learn";  for  Course 
8,  lesson  of  May  20,  "A  Nation  in  God's 
Hands,"  and  lesson  of  June  17,  "The  Fourth 
Commandment";  and  for  home  use.) 


Moses  guided  the  Israelites  in  all  mat- 
ters according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord, 


what  the  trouble  was  with  the  Israelites.  They  im- 
mediately went  to  Moses  and  said,  ".  .  .  What  shall 
we  drink?"  (Exodus  15:24.) 

Moses  was  bothered,  too,  so  he  prayed  to  the 
Lord  and  asked  Him  what  to  do.  The  Lord  answered 
Moses'  prayer.  He  showed  him  a  tree  which  he  was 
to  throw  into  the  foul  water.  After  he  did  that,  the 
water  became  sweet  so  that  the  people  could  drink  it. 
God  was  very  kind  to  the  Israelites  in  another 
way,  too.  He  told  them,  through  Moses,  that  if  they 
would  do  the  right  things  all  of  the  time  and  would 
listen  to  and  obey  His  commandments,  He  would 
keep  them  well  as  they  traveled.  He  said  that  if  they 

did  these  things,  they  would  get 
none  of  the  diseases  that  the  Egyp- 
tians had  suffered. 

Now  one  would  think  that  with 
all  the  many  blessings  that  they 
enjoyed,  the  people  would  be  very 
grateful  to  the  Lord.  He  had  led 
them  out  of  Egypt  where  the  king 
and  his  people  had  been  cruel  to 
them.  Under  Moses*  leadership, 
the  Lord  was  taking  them  to  live 
in  the  wonderful  land  of  Canaan. 
He  had  made  the  water  sweet  so 
that  they  could  drink  it.  But  with 
all  these  and  many  other  blessings, 
some  of  the  Israelites  complained 
and  were  unhappy.  They  began  to 
think  of  the  food  that  they  had  in 
Egypt  and  felt  sorry  for  them- 
selves that  they  did  not  have  it 
now.  They  said  that  they  wished 
they  had  stayed  in  Egypt  where 
they  would  have  plenty  of  meat 
and  bread  instead  of  coming  into 
the  wilderness  to  die  of  hunger. 

Had  they  really  been  counting 
their  blessings,  they  would  not 
have  talked  this  way.  They  would 
have  remembered  that  when  one 
travels,  things  are  a  bit  different 
from  when  one  is  at  home.  It  is 
harder  to  prepare  and  serve  food  at 
such  a  time;  also,  one  eats  the  food 
that  is  easiest  to  obtain  and  pre- 
pare. 
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The  Lord  heard  the  people's  complaints  about 
food,  so  He  said  to  Moses,  ".  .  .  Behold,  I  will  rain 
bread  from  heaven  for  you;  .  .  ."  (Exodus  16:4.) 
God  meant  that  he  would  send  food  to  them  — 
enough  so  that  no  one  would  be  hungry.  He  told 
Moses  that  in  the  evenings  he  would  send  them 
meat  and  in  the  mornings  he  would  send  them  bread. 
The  people  wondered  how  this  could  be;  but  with 
God,  everything  is  possible. 

Thus  it  was  that  in  the  evening,  quails  appeared, 
so  many  that  the  camp  was  filled  with  them.  Quails 
are  birds  about  the  size  of  pigeons  and  are  delicious 
to  eat.  Every  man  was  to  kill  enough  to  feed  his 
own  family. 

In  the  morning  the  people  saw  dew  all  over  the 
ground.  When  it  was  gone,  they  saw  in  its  place  small 
round  things  that  looked  like  frost.  They  wondered 
what  it  was.  Moses  told  them  that  it  was  the  bread 
the  Lord  had  given  them  to  eat.  The  Bible  tells  us 
that  ".  .  .  it  was  like  coriander  seed,  white;  and  the 
taste  of  it  was  like  wafers  made  with  honey."  (Exo- 
dus 16:31.)    The  children  of  Israel  called  it  manna. 

As  instructed  by  the  Lord,  Moses  told  the  people 
to  gather  enough  manna  each  morning  to  last  them 
for  one  whole  day.  On  the  sixth  day  they  were  to 
gather  enough  for  that  day  and  also  for  the  next. 
No  manna  would  be  on  the  ground  on  the  seventh 
day.  That  day  was  to  be  a  day  of  rest.  The  Lord 
called  it  the  Sabbath  day. 

Most  of  the  children  of  Israel  did  as  they  had 
been  told  to  do.  A  few  of  them,  however,  did  not. 
The  selfish,  greedy  people,  who  gathered  more  manna 
than  they  should  have,  found  that  the  extra  portion 


had  spoiled  during  the  night  and  had  to  be  thrown 
away.  Some  people  on  the  sixth  day  did  not  gather 
enough  to  last  for  the  two  days  as  they  had  been 
told  to  do.  They  went  out  early  on  the  Sabbath 
morning  to  gather  the  manna;  but  there  was  none  to 
be  found,  so  they  had  to  go  hungry.  This  is  one 
way  in  which  God  helped  the  children  of  Israel  to 
learn  that  they  should  rest  and  worship  on  the 
Sabbath  day. 

During  all  the  40  years  that  the  children  of 
Israel  were  in  the  wilderness,  the  supply  of  manna 
never  failed.  When  they  finally  crossed  the  Jordan 
River  into  Canaan,  the  promised  land,  the  supply 
stopped.    It  was  no  longer  needed.1 

How   to   Present   the    Story 

In  this  issue  of  The  Instructor  are  small  pictures 
of  the  Israelites  gathering  manna.  The  teacher  may 
wish  to  use  the  large  picture  of  the  Israelites  gather- 
ing manna  which  has  been  published  by  the  Standard 
Publishing  Company  and  is  available  in  many  libra- 
ries to  tell  the  story,  "The  Israelites  and  the  Sabbath 
Day."  After  the  story  has  been  told,  the  teacher 
may  pass  one  of  the  small  pictures  to  each  student 
in  the  class. 

The  pictures  may  be  mounted  on  construction 
paper  before  they  are  given  to  the  children,  or  they 
may  be  placed  directly  in  the  student's  Sunday 
School  scrapbook.  Paste  should  be  applied  to  only 
one  edge  of  the  picture  so  that  the  picture  can  be 
raised  for  reading  and  reference  to  the  scripture 
printed  on  the  back. 


Trom  Sacred   Stories  for   Children,  by  Marie  F.  Felt;    used  by 
permission. 
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Junior  Sunday  School 


THE  JUNIOR  SUNDAY 
SCHOOL  CHORISTER 
TEACHES  THE  GOSPEL 


by  Vernon  J.  LeeMaster 


In  the  Worship  Service: 

The  objective  of  the  Sunday 
School  is  to  teach  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Sunday  School  mu- 
sic, no  less  than  the  spoken  word, 
should  contribute  to  this  end. 

Ask  yourself,  "Does  my  selection 
of  songs  promote  a  spirit  of  worship 
among  little  children?" 

The  music  program  in  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  should  contribute 
to  the  spirit  of  worship.  Some  of 
the  purposes  of  music  are  to  in- 
fluence the  young  congregation 
and  to  develop  spiritual  attitudes. 
Here  are  some  specific  examples: 

The  singing  of  the  prayer  song, 
"I  Thank  Thee,  Dear  Father," 
from  The  Children  Sing,  No.  1, 
encourages  children  to  communi- 
cate with  their  Heavenly  Father 
through  song  as  well  as  through 
spoken  prayer. 

An  appropriate  hymn  of  thanks, 
"Lord  We  Thank  Thee,"  from  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  35,  reminds 
boys  and  girls  of  many  opportuni- 
ties to  give  thanks  and  praise  to 
the  Lord. 

Singing  about  the  Saviour's  birth 
as  told  in  "Away  in  a  Manger," 
from  The  Children  Sing,  No.  152, 
helps  children  to  understand  bet- 


ter why  we  celebrate  Christmas. 
As  musicians  and  Gospel  teach- 
ers, let  us  strive  to: 

"Eliminate  the  insignificant"  in 
our  music  program,  assume  our  re- 
sponsibility and  present  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Saviour,  choose  music 
that  strengthens  Gospel  concepts. 

Gospel  teaching  in  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  will  be  effective 
when  every  officer  and  teacher  in 
the  organization  adheres  to  the 
great  Sunday  School  objective  and 
teaches  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

When  one  is  called  to  be  a  chor- 
ister or  organist,  one  is  called  to 
be  a  Gospel  teacher.  For  some 
strange  reason,  a  few  people  con- 
tinue to  place  a  music  assignment 
in  the  category  of  entertainment. 
Rather  than  waste  time  in  recalling 
the  occasions  when  we  have  failed 
to  teach  the  Gospel,  let  us  think 
seriously  of  the  purposes  for  little 
children's  attendance  at  Sunday 
School  and  vow  to  make  the  most 
of  our  teaching  opportunities  by 
choosing  songs  that  promote  the 
basic  principles  of  the  Gospel  for 
them. 

In  the  Classroom: 

A    teacher    and    the    chorister 


should  cooperate  in  a  manner  simi- 
lar to  the  following: 

Teacher:  "On  the  third  Sunday 
next  month  we  would  like  you  to 
visit  our  class.  The  subject  of  our 
lesson  is  'Giving  Thanks.'  Is  it 
possible  for  you  to  come  in  and 
sing  two  or  three  songs  with  us? 
My  boys  and  girls  enjoy  singing 
and  I  want  them  to  have  a  reward- 
ing experience.  I'm  sure  you  can 
suggest  some  songs  that  will  com- 
plement our  lesson.  The  coordi- 
nator and  the  superintendent  have 
both  suggested  that  I  invite  you 
to  help  us." 

Chorister:  "Your  boys  and  girls 
delight  me  with  their  enthusiasm 
and  singing.  I  can  think  of  several 
songs  that  are  appropriate  for  your 
lesson.  We  could  sing  'Thank  Thee 
for  the  World  So  Sweet,'  'Father, 
We  Thank  Thee,'  'Can  a  Little 
Child  Like  Me,'  'We  Thank  Thee, 
O  God,  for  a  Prophet,'  and  several 
others.  I'll  really  be  happy  to  work 
with  your  5-year-olds;  they  do  love 
to  sing." 

Everyone  likes  to  be  a  member 
of  a  successful  team.  Let  us  strive 
for  greater  wisdom  as  we  select 
songs  and  relate  them  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Saviour. 
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Expand  Your  Sunday 

School  for  Increased  Participation 


Getting  together  and  getting  acquainted  can  be 
the  beginning  of  fruitful  participation  in  Sunday 
School  work. 

Dr.  Henry  Eyring,  a  Sunday  School  General 
Board  member,  who  was  elected  President  of  the 
American  Chemical  Society  by  a  nationwide  ballot 
among  93,000  members,  after  meeting  with  officers 
in  the  Utah  Valley  Sunday  School  Institute,  said: 
"When  I  meet  with  Sunday  School  workers,  I  try 
to  get  them  acquainted  and  talking  among  them- 
selves. With  guidance  they  can  solve  most  of  their 
problems." 

This  statement  becomes  significant  when  we  con- 
template the  change  which  has  resulted  at  Brigham 
Young  University  since  wards  and  stakes  have  been 
organized  there.  There  are  over  10,000  Latter-day 
Saints  at  BYU.  Until  the  Brigham  Young  Univer- 
sity Stake  was  organized,  these  students  attended 
various  wards  and  branches  around  the  city  of  Provo, 
Utah.  Now  three  BYU  stakes  have  been  organized, 
with  an  enrollment  in  Sunday  School  of  over  7,830 
members  in  28  wards.  (A  new  ward  has  just  been 
created,  making  29.)  Sixty-eight  per  cent  of  these 
wards  have  a  total  membership  of  less  than  300 
persons.  It  required  about  150  members  to  fill  all 
ward  and  stake  offices.  Thus,  approximately  4,500 
students  are  having  the  actual  experience  of  oper- 
ating a  ward  or  working  in  its  auxiliaries.  Through 
this  organization  and  guidance,  there  are  now  5,679 
students  at  that  university  participating  in  Sunday 
School,  with  an  average  attendance  of  72  %  Per  cent. 

The  opportunity  these  members  of  the  Church 
have  in  organizing,  directing,  and  teaching  the  stake 
and  ward  Sunday  Schools  is  developing  leadership 
which  will  eventually,  be  felt  in  the  stakes  and  wards 
throughout  the  Church.  This  leadership  is  now 
seeking  the  271/£  per  cent  who  are  not  participating. 

Where  housing  facilities  are  cramping  the  enlist- 


ment program  in  the  Utah  Valley  stakes,  16  wards 
have  instituted  double  sessions.  This  recognizes  the 
principle  employed  in  the  BYU  Stakes  —  to  keep 
groups  small,  with  more  duties  for  more  people. 
Seventy  per  cent  of  these  wards  have  more  than 
600  members.  In  wards  from  600  to  1,100  members, 
the  opportunity  for  participation  as  an  officer  or 
teacher  is  greatly  reduced.  By  double  session,  they 
have  stimulated  further  participation  and  increased 
the  average  attendance  in  these  large  wards  to  43 
per  cent. 

Most  wards  in  the  Church  have  a  fine  opportunity 
to  attract  the  interest  of  members  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  over  21  and  their  wives,  part-member 
families,  and  baptized  male  members  over  20  years 
of  age  who  hold  no  priesthood,  and  their  wives,  by 
organizing  a  Gospel  Essentials  class.  The  attendance 
in  this  class  should  be  limited  to  these  people  and 
nonmembers  of  the  Church  (and  their  friends  who 
have  invited  them  to  Sunday  School)  and  newly 
baptized  members  of  the  Church.  Out  of  the  123 
wards  in  a  group  of  Utah  Valley  stakes,  44  such 
classes  have  been  organized.  While  this  is  a  good 
start,  it  is  only  a  beginning,  for  there  are  64  per  cent 
of  the  wards  in  this  group  without  such  a  class. 

Our  beloved  President  David  O.  McKay  has  said, 
"Each  individual  carries  the  responsibility  to  work 
out  his  own  salvation."  These  adult  members  need 
such  an  opportunity.  If  superintendents  will  organize 
the  Gospel  Essentials  class,  they  will  give  these 
individuals  a  class  situation  where  freedom  of  dis- 
cussion will  enable  them  to  feel  at  home  and  learn 
the  Gospel.  These  individuals  will  be  free  to  ask 
their  questions,  discuss  their  problems,  and  resolve 
their  difficulties. 

The  decision,  superintendents,  is  important.  We 
would  urge  upon  you  the  expansion  of  your  Sunday 
Schools  to  include  these  additional  groups. 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Answers  to  Your  Questions 


How  Is  Roll  Adapted  to  Class  Exceeding  30? 

Q.  When  there  are  more  than  30  members  in  a 
class,  how  shall  the  second  page  of  the  roll  book  be 
marked? 


A.  Start  with  the  number  31  by  placing  a  three 
in  front  of  the  1  and  raise  all  of  the  numbers  on  the 
active  and  potential  side  of  the  roll  accordingly. 
(See  instructions  in  the  roll  book.) 

( Concluded  on  opposite  page. ) 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions    { Concluded  from  opposite  page. ) 


When  Are  Officers  Sustained? 

Q.  When  may  Sunday  School  ward  and  stake 
officers  be  presented  for  the  sustaining  vote  of  the 
members? 

— Gridley  Stake. 

A.  With  the  approval  of  the  bishop,  Sunday 
School  ward  officers  and  teachers  may  be  sustained 
in  sacrament  meeting.  Stake  officers  and  teachers 
may  be  sustained  in  a  stake  leadership  meeting,  if 
approval  of  the  stake  presidency  has  been  secured. 
Stake  officers  may  also  be  sustained  in  quarterly 
conference  under  the  direction  of  the  stake  president. 

May  New  Members  Serve  Before  Recommends  Arrive? 

Q.  Can  a  newly -arrived  member  in  the  ward  be 
put  to  work  before  his  recommend  has  been  received? 

— Oklahoma  Stake. 


A.  No.  It  is  the  advice  of  the  Presiding  Bishopric 
not  to  assign  a  new  member  to  any  office  or  responsi- 
bility until  after  his  recommend  is  received  in  the 
ward  or  branclil  Failure  to  observe  such  caution  may 
cause  serious  difficulty  and  embarrassment. 

Who  Conducts  the  Worship  Service? 

Q.  Does  the  bishop  or  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendent conduct  the  worship  service? 

— Garfield  Stake. 

A.  The  bishop  is  the  presiding  officer.  Most 
bishops  delegate  to  Sunday  School  superintendents 
the  responsibility  for  conducting  the  worship  service. 
(See  The  1961  Sunday  School  Handbook,  page  17.) 
Where  the  bishop  conducts  the  exercises,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  all  announcements  be  made  at  one  time 
by  only  one  person.  (See  Handbook,  page  31.) 

— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Memorized  Recitations 


for  May  6,1962 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  8  and  14  during  March 
and  April,  and  recited  in  the  wor- 
ship service  May  6  (taken  from 
Course  8,  Old  Testament  Stories, 
and  Course  14,  The  Message  of 
the  Master). 

Course  8: 

"The  Lord  redeemeth  the  soul 
of    his    servants:     and    none    of 


them  that  trust  in  him  shall  be 
desolate." 

—Psalm  34:22. 

Course  14: 

"For  he  taught  his  disciples,  and 
said  unto  them,  The  Son  of  man  is 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  men, 
and  they  shall  kill  him;  and  after 
that  he  is  killed,  he  shall  rise  the 
third  day." 

—Mark  9:31. 


Coming  Events 

Apr.  6,  7  and  8, 1962 

Annual  General  Conference 

•  •     • 

Apr.  8, 1962 
Sunday  School 
Semi-annual  Conference 

•  •     • 

Apr.  22, 1962 
Easter  Sunday 

•  •     • 

May  13,1962 
Mother's  Day 


The  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Board 


George  R.  Hill,  General  Superintendent 
David  Lawrence  McKay,  First  Assistant  General  Superintendent;  Lynn  S.  Richards,  Second  Assistant  General  Superintendent; 
Wallace  F.  Bennett,  General  Treasurer;  Paul  B.  Tanner,  Assistant  General  Treasurer;  Richard  E.  Folland,  General  Secretary 
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A  Voice  in  the  Wilderness 


by  Paul  H.  Banham* 

IT  was  an  ugly  and  grasping  world — a  world  of 
priestly  preferment,  political  abuse,  commer- 
cialized religion,  racial  prejudice,  and  the  most 
flagrant  moral  misdemeanors  in  public  as  well  as 
private.  Everybody  knew  it,  and  a  few  who  had 
nothing  to  lose  commented  piously  about  "what  the 
world  was  coming  to."  Some  even  thanked  God 
openly  that  they  were  not  as  other  men  of  their 
generation:  "extortioners,  unjust,  adulterers."  But 
their  voices  rang  falsely.  They  had  the  sound  of 
spiritual  pride  and  bleating  martyrdom.  "Look  at 
all  the  things  I  have  to  do,"  they  complained,  "to 
keep  unspotted  from  the  world.  I  fast  twice  every 
week,  I  give  tithes  of  all  that  I  possess,  I  go  to  the 
synagogue  every  Sabbath  and  pray  over  and  over  for 
the  same  blessings  from  God,  and  I  even  give  alms  in 
public  so  that  others  may  profit  from  a  good  example. 
If  there  is  anything  else  I  could  do,  I  wish  someone 
would  let  me  know!" 

Someone  did. 

Filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost  from  his  mother's 
womb,  baptized  while  yet  in  childhood,  ordained  by 
an  angel  of  God  when  eight  days  old  "to  overthrow 
the  kingdom  of  the  Jews,  and  to  make  straight  the 
way  of  the  Lord  before  the  face  of  his  people,"1  and 
sojourning  in  the  deserts  until  the  day  of  his  showing 
unto  Israel,  John  "the  Baptist"  appeared  one  day  in 
the  land  of  Judaea  with  a  warning  and  a  new  pro- 
gram of  religious  austerity.  To  well-intentioned  but 
spiritually  frustrated  church-goers  who  asked  him 
with  some  sincerity,  "What  shall  we  do?"  he  pro- 
vided an  answer:  learn  to  live  on  less.  He,  after  all, 
had  all  his  life  abstained  from  wine  and  imaginative 
foodstuffs,  from  elegant  apparel  and  comfortable 
furnishings,  and  from  all  the  involvements  of  social 
and  commercial  exchange.  Not  everyone,  however, 
was  called  to  so  complete  a  degree  of  renunciation, 
because  not  everyone  was  so  importantly  ordained. 
But  if  a  man  had  two  coats,  said  John,  ". . .  let  him 
impart  to  him  that  hath  none;  and  he  that  hath 
meat,  let  him  do  likewise."  (Luke  3:11.) 


(For  Course  14,  lesson  of  May  6,  "The  Death  of  John  the 
Baptist";  for  Course  10,  lesson  of  June  10,  "John  the  Baptist";  for 
Course  18,  lesson  of  June  3,  "Conviction,"  and  lesson  of  June  10, 
"Endurance";  and  for  Course  28,  lesson  of  April  15,  "Repentance," 
and  lesson  of  April  29,  "Baptism.") 

iSee  Doctrine  and  Covenants  84:27,  28. 

♦Brother  Banham  is  assistant  professor  of  music  and  College  of 
Fine  Arts  honor  director  at  the  University  of  Utah.  He  is  also  a 
lecturer  for  KUED-TV  and  a  music  annotator  for  KSL  radio.  He 
formerly  wrote  program  notes  and  reviews  for  the  Utah  Symphony. - 
Brother  Banham  graduated  from  the  University  of  Utah  in  1954  with 
a  BFA  degree  and  was  elected  to  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  was  a  Rhodes 
Scholar  to  Oxford  University  from  1954-1957,  and  had  a  Sears  Founda- 
tion Scholarship  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri  in  1948.  In  the  Church  he 
filled  a  mission  to  New  England  from  1950-1952,  where  he  served  as 
second  counselor  to  the  mission  president.  He  was  branch  president 
while  studying  at  Oxford  University,  and  he  has  served  as  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  superintendent,  YMMIA  superintendent,  ward 
choir  director,  and  priesthood  class  teacher.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
East  Stratford  Ward,  Highland  Stake. 


To  soldiers  he  suggested  that  they  not  make  the 
first  move  in  an  aggressive  situation,  that  they  stop 
complaining  about  their  wages  and  worry  more 
about  duty,  and  that  they  learn  not  to  become  angry 
with  one  another  and  later  be  ashamed  because  of 
false  accusations.  To  tax  collectors  he  had  advice 
about  scrupulous  honesty  and  the  matter  of  padding 
accounts.  For  important  but  reprobate  churchmen 
he  coined  a  rhetorical  question:  ".  . .  O  generation 
of  vipers,  who  hath  warned  you  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come?"  (Luke  3:7.)  And  notwithstanding  Herod's 
Roman  patronage,  John  denounced  him  for  adultery, 
naming  names,  raising  embarrassing  questions,  and 
demanding  open  repentance.  In  the  light  of  what 
the  world  of  his  time  had  at  stake,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  such  a  man  was  savagely  silenced. 

Such  questions  of  improved  morality  were  not 
incidental  to  John's  mission:  they  were  integral  to  it. 
This  was  the  preparation,  the  reform,  that  would 
"overthrow  the  kingdom  of  the  Jews"  and  result  in 
a  new  kingdom  of  God  on  the  earth.  When  men  had 
purged  themselves,  said  John,  they  were  ready  for 
his  baptism  of  water  "unto  repentance."  But  that 
was  only  a  beginning.  Someone  much  greater  than 
he  was  at  hand  with  even  higher  demands  and  more 
far-reaching  goals.  That  prophet,  the  very  Son  of 
God,  would  one  day  tell  them,  "I  am  come  to  send 
fire  on  the  earth;  and  what  will  I,  if  it  be  already 
kindled?"  (Luke  12:49);  likewise,  ".  .  .  ye  can  dis- 
cern the  face  of  the  sky  and  of  the  earth;  but  how 
is  it  that  ye  do  not  discern  this  time?"  (Luke  12:56.) 

So  well  did  John  conduct  his  preparation  for  the 
earthly  ministry  of  the  Messiah  that  Jesus  observed 
one  day,  ".  .,  Among  those  that  are  born  of  women 
there  is  not  a  greater  prophet  than  John  the  Bap- 
tist: . . ."  (Luke  7:28.)  Jesus  accepted  the  products 
of  John's  teaching  and  baptism  into  His  kingdom; 
He  submitted  Himself  to  John's  legal  and  eternal 
authority  as  an  administrator  for  the  kingdom  of 
God  on  the  earth;  and  He  dispatched  him  a  second 
time,  in  the  Dispensation  of  the  Fullness  of  Times, 
to  prepare  the  way  for  His  coming  in  glory  to  the 
earth. 

John  was  one  prophet  against  a  whole  world  of 
sophisticated  sinners.  Its  population  was  smaller 
then;  but  the  odds  were,  to  all  appearances,  over- 
whelmingly against  him.  He  was,  in  fact,  the  king- 
dom of  God  waging  one  more  battle  in  its  eternal 
war  with  the  kingdom  of  this  world.  The  record  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  attests  finally  to  John's 
personal  success. 

The  last  days,  however,  call  not  for  one  prophet 
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Into  a  world  of  sophisticated  sinners  came  John  the  Baptist  with  a  warning  and  a  new  program  of  religious  austerity. 


only  to  speak  from  the  wilderness,  but  for  a  "king- 
dom of  priests  and  an  holy  nation"  to  prepare  the 
way  of  the  Lord.  The  children  of  this  world  are 
much  more  numerous  and  further  flung:  their  chal- 
lenge calls  for  an  army  of  Johns.  The  Lord  says 
now,  ".  .  .  it  becometh  every  man  who  hath  been 
warned  to  warn  his  neighbor."  (Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants 88:81.)  The  message  is  the  same  and  the 
moral  crisis  as  great  as  ever  it  was.  "For  as  in  the 
days  that  were  before  the  flood  they  were  eating  and 
drinking,  marrying  and  giving  in  marriage, ...  so 
shall  also  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man  be." 
(Matthew  24:38,  39.)   The  Saints  of  God  are  there- 


fore called  to  live  and  teach  the  same  ideals  of 
austerity  that  motivated  John  the  Baptist  in  his 
ministry.  Careful  dietary  habits,  economic  stability, 
joyful  living  with  fewer  luxuries,  escape  from  the 
corruption  that  is  in  the  world  through  lust,  a  hand 
to  the  welfare  of  one's  neighbor  and  an  eye  single 
to  the  glory  of  God — these  are  the  final  legacy  of 
John  the  Baptist. 

The  degree  of  vigor  and  sobriety  with  which  we 
undertake  his  challenge  will  be  decisive  to  the  history 
of  the  world.  A  rereading  of  the  parable  of  the 
ten  virgins  would  indicate  that  it  will  similarly  be 
decisive  to  our  salvation  in  the  world  to  come. 
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TO  MAKE  OUR 
HEARTS  AS  ONE 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  May 


"0  God,  the  Eternal  Father";  author,  William  W. 
Phelps;  composer,  Felix  Mendelssohn;  Hymns — 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  125. 

William  W.  Phelps  wrote  some  of  our  finest 
hymns:  "The  Spirit  of  God  Like  a  Fire  Is  Burning," 
"Redeemer  of  Israel,"  "Praise  to  the  Man,"  "Gently 
Raise  the  Sacred  Strain,"  "Now  Let  Us  Rejoice," 
and  others. 

If  hymns  can  be  graded  as  to  degree  of  sacred- 
ness,  then  this  one  is  clearly  one  of  the  most  sacred 
in  our  hymnbook;  it  being,  in  part,  a  poetic  para- 
phrase of  the  prayer  offered  at  the  sacrament  table. 
The  prayer  on  which  the  first  verse  is  based,  as  we 
well  know,  was  specially  given  by  revelation  to  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 

To  the  Chorister: 

Lest  even  one  person  sing  this  hymn  thought- 
lessly, let  us  all  be  reminded  by  the  chorister  that 
we  are  addressing  our  Father  in  heaven.  (Such  a 
reminder  should  only  be  given,  of  course,  as  a  kind 
of  instruction  at  the  hymn  practice  time.) 

When  singing  this  hymn,  we  are  making  a  request 
for  blessings  upon  the  bread  and  water  which  are 
before  us  as  emblems  of  the  body  and  blood  of  our 
Lord,  Jesus  Christ.  There  is  also  an  earnest  request 
that  our  sins  and  weaknesses  be  forgiven  and  that 
we  may  always  have  His  Spirit  with  us. 

This  hymn,  then,  is  a  sacred  strain.  Do  we  need 
to  sing  it  softly,  whispering  to  the  Lord?  In  truth, 
no!  Instead,  encourage  the  people  to  sing  medium 
loud — mezzo-forte.  Let  our  song  be  heard  before  His 


presence.  Let  it  come  from  a  full  heart,  a  full  voice, 
and  a  full  faith.  Many  a  thoughtful  person,  and  even 
poets,  have  expressed  themselves  on  the  desirability 
of  singing  with  vigorous  voice  amidst  the  congre- 
gation. Perhaps  the  Psalmist  had  this  feeling  when 
he  said:  "Let  every  thing  that  hath  breath  praise 
the  Lord..."  (Psalm  150:6.) 

The  recommended  tempo  is  good,  though  it  may 
appear  somewhat  slow  to  some  choristers.  The 
metronome  indication  gives  69  quarter  notes  per 
minute,  which  equals  about  12  beats  per  each  ten 
seconds,  or  six  per  each  five  seconds  by  the  second 
hand  on  a  watch. 

To  the  Organist: 

The  tune  was  written  by  that  "prince  of  com- 
posers," Felix  Mendelssohn,  who  intended  it  for 
choir  singing.  For  this  reason,  it  is  set  rather  too 
high  in  pitch  when  sung  by  everyone  in  the  congre- 
gation. Let  us  try  it  in  the  key  of  C,  with  everyone 
singing  the  melody,  and  see  how  we  get  along.  The 
music,  so  transposed,  together  with  recommended 
fingering,  was  published  in  the  April,  1961,  issue  of 
The  Instructor.   Look  it  up  and  use  it. 

Do  you  see  that  there  is  not  even  the  slightest 
rest  shown  in  the  music?  Did  Mendelssohn  intend 
that  we  should  not  even  breathe  when  we  sing  this? 
Indeed,  no!  He  intended  that  a  good  breath  should 
be  taken  at  the  end  of  each  line  and  a  short  catch 
breath  in  the  middle  of  each  line.  People  will  do 
this  quite  naturally,  if  the  chorister  will  remind  them 
to  do  so.  — Alexander  Schreiner. 


WITH    THESE    HANDS 


Teach  me,  oh  God, 

To  fashion  with  these  hands 

Those  works  of  love 

Which,  fashioned,  form  a  home; 

Give  me,  oh  God, 

A  heart  that  understands, 

Make  of  my  years 

A  dedicated  tome  . . . 

Each  page  a  day, 

Nor  turned  with  pagan  haste, 

But  slowly;  lest 

In  carelessness  I  err  .  .  . 

And  gently,  lest  some  precious  truth  I  waste; 

And  truly,  lest  some  soul  I  should  deter. 


Lead  me,  oh  God, 

To  utter  with  this  voice 

Those  very  truths 

Which  bind  me  fast  to  Thee; 

Let  every  word  ...  let  every  thought  rejoice 

In  blessed  bondage,  through  eternity. 

Bless  me,  oh  God, 

With  faith  to  watch  and  pray; 

With  hope,  and  love 

And  power  that  life  commands; 

But  let  me  know 

That  first  I  must  obey 

With  heart,  and  soul, 

And  daily  .  .  .  with  these  hands. 

— Marcia  Lander  Allen. 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  May 


"  Tis  Sweet  to  Sing  the  Match- 
less Love";  author,  George  Man- 
waring;  composer,  Frank  W. 
Asper;  The  Children  Sing,  No.  23. 

Teaching  this  hymn  provides  us 
with  the  opportunity  of  helping 
children  remember  why  we  partake 
of  the  sacrament.  It  is  to  remind 
us  of  the  great  sacrifice  made  for 
each  one  of  us  by  the  Saviour.  The 
sacramental  service  is  done  exactly 
the  way  Jesus  told  us  to  do  it. 

Children  should  be  taught  that 
while  the  sacrament  is  being 
passed,  there  are  two  things  we 
should  do.  First  we  should  think 
of  the  Saviour  and  of  what  He  did 
for  us.  Next  we  should  silently 
promise  to  obey  His  command- 
ments. If  we  do  these  things,  we 
are  told  that  we  will  have  His 
Spirit  to  be  with  us  to  help  us  do 
right  at  all  times. 

To  the  Chorister: 

Audio-visual  aids  often  help  chil- 
dren gain  a  better  understanding 
of  a  concept.  Pictures  that  are  well- 
chosen  and  well-presented  are  of 
great  value.  But  little  children  are 
very  close  to  the  world  of  objects. 
Each  week  they  have  the  experi- 
ence of  seeing  the  sacramental 
table  prepared,  of  hearing  the  sac- 
ramental prayers,  and  of  partaking 
of  the  emblems.  This  lovely  ex- 
perience shared  by  all  needs  no 
further  visual  aid  unless  it  be  the 
spiritual  sincerity  of  the  chorister 
herself. 

The  Junior  Sunday  School  Mu- 
sic Committee  suggests  that  the 
second  stanza  be  taught,  because 
the  words  of  that  stanza  have  even 
greater  meaning  for  children  than 
those  of  the  first  stanza.  The  Gos- 
pel message  is  found  in  the  phrase, 
"Partake  the  emblems  of  His 
death,  and  thus  renew  our  love 
and  faith."  The  message' of  this 
hymn  should  be  presented  in  a 
variety  of  ways  during  the  month 
so   that  all   children   will   have  a 


clearer  understanding  of  its 
meaning. 

The  range  for  children's  songs 
should  be  within  the  staff;  that  is, 
from  the  bottom  line  to  the  top 
space  in  the  treble  clef  (from  E  to 
E).  So  the  range  of  this  hymn  is 
not  difficult.  One  problem  is  in 
singing  one  syllable  on  two  notes. 
However,  this  can  be  solved  if  the 
children  are  guided  with  a  beat 
pattern  that  they  can  understand 
and  follow. 

A  child's  singing  voice  is  gen- 
erally high  in  pitch  and  light  in 
quality  and  volume.  Because  of 
this,  the  chorister  as  well  as  the 
officers  and  teachers  should  sing 
with  a  quiet,  childlike  voice  rather 
than  with  a  full,  adult  voice.  This 
will  help  children  want  to  partici- 
pate, because  they  will  be  able  to 
hear  themselves.  It  will  also  en- 
courage sweet  voices  and  improve 
the  singing  quality. 


It  is  felt  that  in  Junior  Sunday 
School,  sacramental  hymns  need 
not  be  confined  to  hymns  which 
specifically  mention  the  emblems. 
Those  in  which  the  children  sing 
of  Jesus  Christ  are  also  suitable. 

To  the  Organist: 

Many  of  our  organists  use  a 
piano  for  the  worship  service.  Care- 
less and  improper  use  of  the  pedals 
can  mar  the  spiritual,  reverential 
mood  that  is  desired.  The  damper 
or  sustaining  pedal  is  at  the  right 
and  the  soft  pedal  is  at  the  left 
on  the  piano.  Careful  attention 
should  be  given  to  the  proper  use 
of  the  sustaining  pedal.  This  pedal 
should  be  quickly  released  when- 
ever the  harmony  changes  so  that 
the  tones  will  be  clear  and  distinct. 
During  the  performance  of  instru- 
mental music,  and  sometimes  for 
parts  of  the  hymn,  the  soft  pedal 
may  be  used. 

— Edith  Nash. 


May  Sacrament  Gems 

For  Senior  Sunday  School  For  Junior  Sunday  School 

". . .  Now  is  Christ  risen  from  the         Jesus  said: 
dead,  and  become  the  firstfruits  of         "...  I  am  the  resurrection,  and 
them  that  slept."1  the  life:  . .  ."2 

n  Corinthians  15:20.  -'John  11:25. 

Organ  Music  to  Accompany  May  Sacrament  Gems 

SLOW 


Alexander  Schreiner 
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Tlie 
Miracle  Pill 


by  Daniel  A.  Keeler 


99%  EFFECTIVE  IN 
DESTROYING  ENEMIES 


THE  other  day  I  browsed  through  the  1961  edi- 
tion of  the  Modern  Drug  Encyclopedia.  It 
contains  1,650  pages  of  descriptive  material  on  thou- 
sands of  pharmaceuticals  from  "Abasin"  to  "Zirnox." 
To  keep  pace  with  the  incessant  flow  of  new  chemi- 
cals onto  the  market,  the  Encyclopedia  also  pub- 
lishes a  monthly  supplement  of  some  78  pages.1 

The  parade  of  pills  and  potions  seems  almost 
endless  as  science  attempts  to  treat  the  numerous 
maladies  that  beset  mankind.  There  is  a  pill  for 
almost  every  ill  from  high  blood  pressure  to  the 
various  forms  of  mental  depression.  And  some  sub- 
stances like  penicillin  and  gamma  globulin  are  al- 
most miraculous  in  their  effect. 

Although  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  it  listed 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  May  20,  "The  Sermon  on  the  Mount"; 
for  Course  4,  lesson  of  March  25,  "Love  One  Another,"  and  lesson 
of  April  1,  "Our  Obligation  to  the  Family";  for  Course  6,  lesson  of 
June  10,  "Thoughtful — and  We  Bring  Happiness  to  Others";  for 
Course  14,  lessons  of  March  25  and  April  1,  "The  Sermon  on  the 
Mount";    and  for  Course  26,   lesson   of  March   11,   "Unselfishness.") 

Modern  Drug  Encyclopedia,  edited  by  Harry  D.  Fein;  Reuben  H. 
Donnelly  Corp. 


in  any  descriptive  volume  on  biologicals  or  allergens, 
I  should  like  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  most  effec- 
tive and  wonderful  miracle  pill.  It  does  not  come 
in  bottles  or  in  tubes.  You  find  it  in  men's  hearts. 
It  is  called  love. 

Love  has  been  used  in  the  treatment  of  a  wide 
variety  of  sicknesses  and  ailments.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  case  studies  which  prove  its  versatility  and 
effectiveness.  I  should  like  to  tell  you  about  just  one 
of  its  uses.  You  may  not  believe  it,  but  love  can 
destroy  enemies.  Chances  are  you  have  not  thought 
of  love  as  an  agent  of  destruction,  but  it  certainly  is. 
I  have  irrefutable  evidence. 

Take,  for  example,  the  case  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
who  was  chided  one  day  by  an  associate  for  his 
attitude  toward  his  enemies. 

"Why  do  you  try  to  make  friends  of  them?  You 
should  try  to  destroy  them,"  advised  the  friend. 

"Am  I  not  destroying  my  enemies,"  Lincoln  gen- 
tly replied,  "when  I  make  them  my  friends?"2 

I  think  that  not  many  of  us  who  inhabit  the 
earth  make  frequent  use  of  love  to  destroy  rancor, 
hostility,  hate,  animosity,  anger,  envy,  suspicion,  or 
jealousy.  These  may  all  be  characteristics  of  an 
enemy.  And  that  enemy  is  sometimes  within  our- 
selves. It  causes  physical  and  mental  disease.  It 
burns  out  cells  and  tissues,  uses  up  adrenalin;  and, 
if  not  destroyed  in  time,  it  can  spend  away  our 
health. 

Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  mankind  and  the  great 
Master  Physician,  prescribed  a  remarkable  formula 
for  ridding  ourselves  of  our  enemies: 

"But  I  say  unto  you,  Love  your  enemies,  bless 
them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you, 
and  pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you,  and 
persecute  you."  (Matthew  5:44.) 

Jesus  enunciated  the  power  of  love  when  He  said 
in  behalf  of  those  who  had  put  Him  on  the  cross: 
".  .  .  Father,  forgive  them;  for  they  know  not  what 
they  do.  .  ."  (Luke  23:34.) 

Let  me  cite  another  case.  Just  before  he  passed 
from  this  life,  Count  Leo  Tolstoi,  that  famous  man 
of  letters,  left  to  the  world  his  farewell  message. 
These  are  his  words : 

"Instead  of  returning  evil  with  evil,  try  to  return 
evil  with  good;  to  say  nothing  ill  of  men.  .  .  Live 
thus  one  day,  two  days  or  more  and  compare  the 
state  of  your  mind  with  its  state  in  former  days  .  .  . 
you  will  see  how  the  dark,  evil  modes  have  passed 
away  and  how  the  soul's  happiness  has  increased  .  .  . 
you  will  see  that  the  great  gospel  of  love  brings 
.  .  .  the  greatest  and  most  desired  of  all  things."3 


2Albert  L.  Zobell,  Jr.,  Story  Gems;  Bookcraft,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah;  page  65. 

"Albert  L.  Zobell,  Jr.,  Story  Lore;  Bookcraft,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah; 
page  26. 
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During  his  life,  Count  Tolstoi  not  only  recog- 
nized the  great  force  exerted  by  love,  but  he  put  to 
use  that  force  in  simple  ways.  One  of  these  uses  is 
beautifully  illustrated  in  an  incident  involving  his 
young  daughter. 

One  day  his  little  girl  was  playing  with  some 
children  whose  parents  were  servants  on  the  Tolstoi 
estate.  Play  is  not  always  gentle,  and  one  of  the 
small  boys  hit  the  Count's  daughter  and  hurt  her. 
She  cried  bitterly  and  ran  to  her  father.  She  pleaded 
with  him  to  punish  the  young  serf. 

The  wise  Count  took  his  daughter  upon  his  knee, 
gave  her  a  warm  hug,  and  reasoned  with  her.  "Dear," 
he  said,  "if  I  were  to  go  out  and  flog  the  young  boy 
who  struck  you,  then  both  of  us  would  have  an 
enemy.  Wouldn't  it  be  much  better  if  you  went  to 
the  pantry,  spread  some  jam  on  some  bread,  and 
took  it  to  your  enemy?  Then  rather  than  having 
made  enemies  out  of  both  of  us,  you  and  I  would 
have  made  a  new  friend."4 

There  is  a  popular  syndicated  magazine  which 
carries  a  feature  from  time  to  time  about  unforget- 
table people.  May  I  tell  you  about  an  unforgettable 
person  who  came  briefly  into  my  life?  His  name  is 
Morris  Fox.  I  had  the  privilege  of  meeting  him  in 
1949  while  on  a  mission  in  Belgium  with  Elder  Jo- 
seph Pulsipher. 

Morris  had  spent  four  terrible  years  in  a  prison 
camp  during  World  War  II.  He  had  suffered  greatly 
and  had  nearly  lost  his  health.  We  might  have 
expected  him  to  be  bitter  toward  his  enemies  as  so 
many  other  people  were  whose  lives  had  been  touched 
by  the  tragedy  of  war.  But  not  Morris!  I  shall  ever 
remember  his  noble  use  of  love  to  destroy  his 
enemies. 

Just  after  the  war  he  made  it  a  practice  to  go 
regularly  to  the  railroad  station  where  enemy  pris- 
oners of  war  were  being  processed  and  sent  back  to 
their  own  country.  Prison  trains  usually  had  a  two- 
or  three-day  stopover,  which  gave  Morris  his  oppor- 
tunity. 

By  special  permission  he  was  granted  once  each 
week  the  temporary  custody  of  two  repatriated 
soldiers.  He  took  them  to  his  home.  He  prepared 
for  them  what  was  perhaps  the  first  good  meal  they 
had  had  in  a  long  time.  He  gave  them  his  own  bed 
to  sleep  in.  He  endeavored  to  learn  as  much  about 
them  as  he  could.  He  asked  them  many  questions 
about  their  homes  and  families.  He  exemplified  a 
genuine  kindness  that  was  beautiful  to  behold.  His 
objective  was  to  destroy  every  last  vestige  of  ani- 
mosity and  hatred,  not  only  in  the  hearts  of  those 
whom  he  had  befriended,  but  in  his  own  heart  as 
well.  And  at  that  glorious  moment  when  love  poured 

*Albert  L.  Zobell,  Jr.,  Story  Gems;  page  63. 


forth,  Morris  resembled  in  some  small  part  the 
Master  Physician  whose  prescriptions  would  one  day 
bring  everlasting  peace  to  the  hearts  of  men.5 

If  we  but  had  the  gift  to  look  into  the  souls  of 
our  so-called  enemies,  and  would  read  their  "secret 
history,  we  should  find  in  each  man's  life  sorrow  and 
suffering  enough  to  disarm  all  hostility."6 

We  need  not  go  to  the  formal  battleground  to 
find  enmity.  Just  as  we  sometimes  harbor  it  in  our 
own  hearts,  we  see  it,  too,  personified  in  some  of  our 
human  associates.  Our  enemy  may  be  the  thought- 
less driver  of  a  car  who  honks  at  us  when  our  own 
car  is  stalled.  He  may  be  the  neighbor  who  has 
misunderstood  us  and  taken  offense.  He  may  be  a 
business  competitor  or  a  political  rival. 

On  the  question  of  rivals,  Fulton  Oursler  gives 
an  account  of  a  man  whose  name  was  Silas.  Silas 
owned  a  grocery  store  in  a  small  town.  The  store  had 
been  in  the  family  for  many  years,  and  Silas  was 
raising  a  son  who  would  one  day  take  over  the  busi- 
ness. 

Before  that  day  arrived,  however,  Silas  had  a 
visitor — a  stranger  from  a  big  city — who  wanted  to 
buy  his  store.  Silas  would  not  talk  business,  not 
even  if  the  offered  price  were  doubled.  His  store  was 
a  career,  a  heritage.  He  would  not  think  of  selling. 
The  stranger  shrugged  his  shoulders  and  then  told 
Silas  that  he  had  taken  option  on  a  big  building 
across  the  street.  It  was  his  intention,  since  Silas 
refused  to  sell,  to  fix  up  the  building,  make  it  look 
modern  and  attractive,  and  stock  it  with  the  finest 
merchandise.  Furthermore,  he  would  underprice 
Silas  on  every  item  and  eventually  put  him  out  of 
business. 

Silas  was  bitter,  and  his  bitterness  increased  as 
he  saw  the  building  being  transformed  across  the 
street.  With  desperate  pride,  Silas  put  up  a  new 
sign  in  his  window:  "Established  75  years."  But 
the  rival  manager  countered  with  a  sign  of  his  own: 
"Established  next  week — no  old  stock!" 

The  day  before  the  opening  of  the  new  store, 
Silas  felt  like  launching  a  curse  on  his  rival.  He 
wanted  to  do  something  desperate — perhaps  even  set 
fire  to  the  new  enterprise. 

But  Silas  had  a  wife.  She  had  read  her  husband's 
mind.  Much  to  Silas'  consternation,  his  wife  sug- 
gested that  rather  than  respond  to  bitterness,  he 
ought  to  pray  for  his  rival's  success  and  blessing. 

Silas  was  sure  that  his  wife  had  lost  her  mind,  but 

because  she  usually  had  her  way,  a  most  surprising 

thing  took  place  the  following  morning.  As  the  whole 

town  gathered  in  front  of  the  new  store  and  waited 

(Concluded  on  page  104.) 

5Leinad,  Lingering  Impressions;  unpublished. 
eHenry  Wadsworth  Longfellow,  Driftwood. 
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There  may  be  a  prophet  in  your  class 


by  Kenneth  S.  Bennion 

JESUS  taught  in  the  synagogues  of  Galilee  and 
performed  miracles  among  the  people  there — 
for  they  had  faith  in  Him.  They  believed  Him  to 
be  the  Son  of  God,  or  at  least  a  great  prophet.  Then 
He  went  to  visit  His  home  and  His  neighbors  in 
Nazareth. 

Here  was  a  different  situation.  These  people 
had  no  faith  in  His  divine  mission,  but  only  curi- 
osity. They  had  heard  of  His  miracles,  but  knew 
nothing  or  cared  little  about  His  teachings.  Here 
was  a  man,  they  thought,  possessing  magic  powers. 
He  had  astonished  people  in  the  neighboring  towns 
by  the  things  He  had  done — turning  water  into 
wine  at  Cana,  only  a  few  miles  away,  healing  the 
sick  and  driving  out  evil  spirits.  Surely,  He  would 
do  something  even  more  spectacular  in  His  own 
village ! 

But  Jesus  had  a  different  purpose  in  coming  to 
Nazareth.  He  wanted  to  teach  these  people  the 
greatest  of  all  messages:  That  He  was  the  Son  of 
God,  the  Redeemer  of  the  world.  But  the  people — 
His   neighbors   and   relatives  —   shouted,   "Blas- 


(For  Course  10,  lesson  of  April  29,  "Rejected  by  His  Own";  for 
Course  14,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Miracles  in  Galilee";  and  for  all 
Gospel  teachers.) 


Included  among  the  students  in  our  classes  are  potential 
teachers,     bishops,    stake    presidents,    general    authorities, 


phemy!"  They  tried  to  throw  Him  off  a  cliff  to 
destroy  Him. 

"But  he  passing  through  the  midst  of  them 
went  his  way, 

"And  came  down  to  Capernaum,  a  city  of  Gali- 
lee, and  taught  them  on  the  sabbath  days."  (Luke 
4:30,31.) 

That  was  the  great  miracle  of  Nazareth  —  but 
the  people  of  His  own  town  were  probably  so  blind- 
ed that  they  did  not  even  see  what  was  happening 
— that  He  passed  among  them,  and  they  were  pow- 
erless to  stop  Him  .  .  .  for  His  work  was  not  yet 
accomplished. 

How  like  the  citizens  of  Nazareth  are  we !  We, 
too,  are  blind  to  the  fact  that  in  our  own  classes, 
our  own  homes,  or  our  own  neighborhoods,  there 
are  potential  prophets,  or  teachers,  bishops,  stake 
presidents,  or  general  authorities  of  tomorrow. 
Let  us  not  blind  our  eyes  to  the  thought  that  our 
classes  are  more  than  groups  of  people.  They  are 
made  up  of  priceless  individuals.  Let  us  give  them 
the  encouragement  they  need,  the  spark  that  will 
quicken  their  minds  and  their  imaginations.  Let 
us  help  them  to  recognize  the  promptings  of  the 
Spirit  that  will  guide  them  beyond  the  narrow 
limits  of  their  thinking  and  far  beyond  familiar 
horizons. 


and  even  prophets.    Let  us  consider  each  individual  as  we 
teach,  giving  needed  encouragement  and  proper  guidance. 
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Teacher  Improvement  Lesson,  Monthly  Preparation  Meeting,  May,  1962 


The  Lord  sent  the  Prophet  Samuel  to  anoint 
one  of  Jesse's  sons  to  be  King  of  Israel,  and  taught 
a  great  lesson  on  this  [subject.  When  Samuel 
saw  Eliab,  eldest  son  of  David,  he  was  pleased  and 
felt  sure  that  this  was  the  chosen  one. 


But  the  Lord  said  unto' Samuel,  Look  not  on  his 
countenance,  or  on  the  height  of  his  stature;  be- 
cause I  have  refused  him:  for  the  Lord  seeth  not 
$s  man  seeth;  for  man  looketh  on  the  outward  ap- 
pearance, but  the  Lord  looketh  on  the  heart.  (I 
Samuel  16:7.) 

None  of  the  sons  who  were  present  was  accept- 
able. Finally  the  youngest,  David,  was  called  from 
the  fields,  where  he  tended  the  family's  flock  of 
sheep. 

".  .  .  And  the  Lord  said,  Arise,  anoint  him: 
for  this  is  he."  (/  Samuel  16:12.) 

The  Lord  did  not  say :  "Do  not  anoint  this  one, 
for  his  name  is  not  right."  Nor,  "I  have  not  chosen 
this  one,  for  he  comes  from  too  small  a  town." 

Let  us  look  again  at  the  boys  and  girls,  the  men 
and  women  in  our  classes  or  our  quorums.  If  we 
knew  that  one  of  them  was  presently  to  become  a 
mission  president  or  the  wife  of  such  a  leader, 
would  we  not  bend  every  effort  toward  helping  that 
person?  Our  Instructor  associate  editor,  Lorin  F. 
Wheelwright,  has  expressed  the  idea  beautifully  in 
one  of  our  recent  Sunday  School  convention  hymns, 
"Help  Me  Teach  with  Inspiration" : 

"Let  my  vision  of  tomorrow, 
See  the  man  this  child  will  be.  .  ." 

How  blind  we  are  to  those  who  are  closest  to  us ! 
How  often  we  fail  to  see,  right  in  our  own  homes, 
the  genius  that  is  there !  Too  much  talent  has  been 
discouraged  and  lost  because  we  did  not  know  that 
the  farmer's  son  might  be  a  David ;  or  that,  with 
a  little  help  and  encouragement,  the  quiet,  shy 
daughter  of  a  poor  family  across  the  town  might 
some  day  thrill  the  world  with  her  singing  or  with 
her  writing  or  with  other  talents. 

We  are  quick  to  give  homage  to  the  stranger 
who  comes  from  afar  with  gracious  words  and 
pleasing  manners.  We  think,  ". . .  Surely  the  Lord's 
anointed  is  before  him."  (J  Samuel  16:6.)  But  the 
boy  next  door  is  taken  for  granted.  We  know  him 
well.  He  is  a  good  enough  sort  of  fellow ;  but,  after 
all,  he  is  only  the  carpenter's  son ! 

Now  let  us  turn  and  look  upward,  to  those 


who  are  in  authority  over  us.  One  may  be  our 
quorum  leader,  our  bishop,  our  stake  president,  or 
even  one  of  the  general  authorities.  We  see  such 
a  person  working  in  his  yard — and  perhaps  our 
own  yard  looks  better.  We  see  him  driving  his  car 
— sometimes  not  too  well !  We  see  him  start  across 
the  pedestrian  lane  when  he  should  have  waited. 
His  son  is  in  our  Scout  troop  and  gives  us  consid- 
erable concern.  No  matter  how  heavy  a  load  of 
responsibility  such  a  one  carries,  no  matter  how 
much  good  he  does  in  the  performance  of  his  duties, 
we  become  blinded  to  his  great  qualities — to  the 
fact  that  he  is  "the  Lord's  anointed." 

In  the  days  when  King  Saul  became  wicked  and 
tried  to  destroy  David,  the  latter  had  an  opportuni- 
ty to  destroy  Saul.  But  he  would  not,  saying,  ".  .  . 
I  will  not  put  forth  mine  hand  against  my  lord; 
for  he  is  the  Lord's  anointed."  (/  Samuel  24:10.) 

If  someone  says  to  us,  "How  well  do  you  know 
Elder  Wilson  ?"  we  are  likely  to  answer,  "You  mean 
Jim  Wilson?  Say!  Jim  and  I  are  just  like  that! 
Why,  he  lives  just  down  the  street  from  me.  Bor- 
rows my  lawn  mower.  How  they  ever  came  to  pick 
Jim  for  a  job  like  that,  I'll  never  know!" 

A  wise  bishop  in  an  isolated  ward  noted  that  a 
certain  small  boy  was  faithful  in  his  attendance  at 
Sunday  School.  One  day  he  put  his  arm  on  the 
boy's  shoulder  and  said,  "Jesse,  some  day  you  will 
be  a  great  Sunday  School  worker." 

Jesse  grew  up,  moved  to  another  city  and  be- 
came the  superintendent  of  one  of  the  largest  Sun- 
day Schools  in  the  entire  Church. 

There  was  a  high  school  principal  who  tele- 
phoned to  a  school  in  another  city,  saying,  "We  have 
an  outstanding  graduate  who  can  become  a  great 
secretary.  But  she  comes  from  a  large  family 
that  has  met  with  serious  misfortune.  She  can 
expect  no  financial  help  whatever.  Can  you  do 
something  for  her?" 

The  girl  is  now  earning  her  way  through  school, 
doing  a  great  job,  both  as  a  student  and  as  a  part- 
time  office  worker. 

As  leaders  and  teachers  in  the  Church,  we  have 
a  double  responsibility.  It  is  our  duty  to  help 
everyone  under  our  care  to  develop  according  to 
his  or  her  own  capabilities.  It  is  our  duty,  also,  to 
set  an  example  of  loyalty  to  those  who  are  in  au- 
thority over  us. 


MARCH     1962 


103 


A  sermon  from  a  bird  who  was  .  .  . 

Happy  To  Be  Alive 

by  Harold  E.  Chapman* 

EVERY  morning  for  several  weeks  I  was  dis- 
turbed in  my  early  morning  hours  of  sleep 
by  a  pesky  little  mockingbird  perched  high  atop  a 
telephone  pole  just  outside  my  bedroom  window. 
Just  before  dawn  I  was  awakened  by  his  chirping 
and  mimicking  of  every  bird  in  the  neighborhood. 
This  would  go  on  for  five  minutes  or  more. 

One  night  when  I  retired  to  bed,  the  weather 
outside  was  miserable:  the  wind  was  blowing  and 
there  was  a  drizzling  rain.  The  following  day  would 
be  Sunday,  so  I  thought  the  bad  weather  would  be 
a  good  excuse  to  stay  home  from  Sunday  School. 
This  was  no  weather  to  be  out  in. 

Just  at  dawn  the  next  morning  I  was  awakened 
as  usual  by  my  little  feathered  friend.  As  I  looked 
out  my  window  at  the  bleak  and  gloomy  weather, 
I  could  scarcely  believe  what  I  saw.    Perched  high 

(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  May  20,  "Cheerful— and  All  Is  Well"- 
and  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  June  10,  "Endurance")  ' 

♦•m^1"^?61"  .ChaP"lan  resides  in  Phoenix,  Arizona,  where  he  at- 
tended Phoenix  College  and  is  now  president  of  the  Arizona  Re- 
possession Bureau  Corporation.  He  was  converted  to  the  Church 
in  1954,  and  since  that  time  he  has  had  his  wife  and  family  sealed 
to  him  in  the  Mesa  Temple.  He  has  served  as  YMMIA  secretary, 
bunday  School  teacher,  second  assistant  Sunday  School  superintend- 
ent, and  ward  teacher  supervisor.  He  filled  a  two-year  stake  mission 
ancl  *!  ^?w  .Sunda7  School  superintendent  of  the  Seventh  Ward 
of  East  Phoenix  Stake. 


on  the  pole  was  the  bird,  singing  louder  than  I  had 
ever  heard  him  before.  I  could  just  make  him  out 
through  the  drizzling  rain,  and  I  could  tell  he  was 
soaked  through  the  feathers  to  the  skin;  he  looked 
half  drowned.  I  wondered  how  in  the  world  he  could 
muster  up  so  much  courage  on  such  a  dismal  morn- 
ing. He  seemed  to  be  trying  to  tell  the  world  that  he 
was  happy  just  to  be  alive. 

Needless  to  say,  I  went  to  Sunday  School  that 
morning,  glad  for  the  lesson  learned  from  a  little  bird. 

As  I  drove  to  Church,  I  thought  of  the  many 
excuses  we  sometimes  make  for  not  attending  our 
scheduled  Church  obligations.  How  simple  it  is  to 
say  "The  weather  is  bad,"  or,  "I  am  sure  they  won't 
miss  me  just  this  once,"  or,  "I  don't  seem  to  learn 
anything  anyway." 

If  we  apply  ourselves,  you  and  I  individually 
receive  the  inspiration  and  blessings  that  come  from 
attending  and  participating  in  our  Church  functions. 
We  who  make  excuses  and  stay  at  home  are  slipping 
behind,  while  our  brothers  and  sisters  who  do  attend 
are  going  ahead.  We  are  engaged  in  the  Lord's  work, 
so  let  us  not  allow  anything  to  dampen  our  spirits. 
Even  when  we  think  we  have  a  good  excuse  to  stay 
home,  let  us  not  take  advantage  of  it.  We  might 
ask  ourselves,  "Do  I  have  such  courage  and  vigor  as 
this  little  mockingbird?" 


THE    MIRACLE    PILL    (Concluded  from  page  101.) 
for  its  doors  to  swing  open,  old  Silas  stood  on  the 
curb  across  the  street.  Suddenly  he  raised  his  hands 
and  began  in  a  loud  voice: 

".  .  .  Bless  this  new  store.  May  they  give  good 
service  to  the  people,  and  may  they  prosper.  And 
may  there  be  enough  business  for  both  of  us." 
Again  to  his  consternation  his  fellow  townsmen 
turned  and  rushed  toward  him.  They  embraced  him 
and  cheered  him.  Silas  himself  was  the  first  man 
to  pass  through  his  rival's  opening  doors,  and  there 
was  no  price  cutting  in  that  town.  There  was  no  war 
between  two  merchants.  As  it  turned  out,  there  was 
more  than  enough  business  for  both.  The  town  was 
growing — and  so  was  old  Silas.7 

A  teaspoon  of  love  administered  regularly  at  pre- 
scribed intervals  can  destroy  a  bitter  rivalry  and 
replace  it  with  constructive  friendship.  Some  of  our 
political  aspirants  could  do  well  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  one  young  lady  running  for  office: 

".  .  .  My  daughter's  high  school  campaign  was  a 
refreshing  change.  She  spent  all  of  her  spare  hours 
lettering  campaign  posters,  urging  her  classmates  to 
vote  for  her.  When  I  examined  them,  I  was  surprised 
to  find  several  posters  asking  students  to  vote  for 

'Fulton  Oursler,  "Bless  You,  My  Rival,"  Modern  Parables; 
Permabooks,  a  division  of  Doubleday  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Garden  City,  New 
York;  pages  13-15. 


another  girl  who  was  running  for  the  same  office. 

"  'Who's  .  .  .?'  I  inquired. 

'  'My  opponent,'  was  my  daughter's  offhand 
reply.  'She  can't  draw.'  "8 

"You  can  kill  a  man  with  a  bullet,"  says  Mildred 
Seydell,  "making  a  ghost  of  him.  You  can  kill  an 
enemy  with  a  kind  deed  making  a  friend  of  him. 
You  can  impoverish  him  with  your  greed  that  will  act 
as  a  boomerang.  You  can  enrich  him  with  your 
kindness  that  will  return  to  you  as  a  blessing."9 

There  is  a  beneficent  side  effect  when  love  is 
used  as  a  cure  for  animosity,  hate,  or  envy.  This 
additional  consequence  is  like  an  unexpected  bonus. 
It  is  enjoyed  not  so  much  by  the  person  to  whom 
love  is  given,  but  rather  by  him  who  gives.  Like  a 
testimony,  it  cannot  be  easily  described,  except  to 
say  that  it  is  wonderful.  You  have  to  have  the  ex- 
perience to  appreciate  it. 

Yes,  there  are  literally  thousands  of  pharma- 
ceuticals available  these  days  to  medical  science,  and 
some  of  them  have  a  marvelous  effect.  But,  if  you 
will  again  permit  me  to  use  a  figure,  none  of  them 
compares  with  the  miracle  pill  called  love.  It  is  99 
per  cent  effective  in  destroying  enemies. 

Meridfan,  Saht   R    ^^    "™   Y°^    SUbmitted    *   F1°™    Byrne, 
pageM9!dred  Seyde11,  Chins  UP!  Grosset  &  Dunlap,  New  York,  N.  Y.; 
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Released  with  Appreciation 


DAVID    H.    YARN,    JR. 

With  the  sustaining  of  brother 
David  H.  Yarn,  Jr.,  as  bishop  of 
the  Orem  Twenty-third  Ward, 
Sharon  Stake,  on  Christmas  Eve 
1961,  the  Sunday  School  General 


Board  has  lost  another  able  mem- 
ber to  the  ranks  of  local  priesthood 
administration. 

Dr.  Yarn,  presently  Dean  of  the 
College  of  Religious  Instruction  at 
the  Brigham  Young  University 
and  past  Director  of  the  Division 
of  Religion  there,  is  no  stranger  to 
positions  of  Church  responsibility. 
Close  to  twenty  years  ago  he 
served  as  branch  president  at  At- 
lanta, Georgia.  Later,  in  1949,  he 
became  a  counselor  in  the  bishopric 
of  the  Manhattan  Ward,  New  York 
Stake.  Then  followed  a  three-year 
term  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  the  YMMIA.  He  was  re- 
leased to  become  a  high  council- 
man and  later  a  member  of  the 
stake  presidency  in  the  East  Provo 
Stake.  In  1957,  a  short  tenure  in 
New  York  City  placed  him  on  the 


high  council  of  that  stake;  and  on 
his  return  to  Provo  in  1958,  he  was 
again  sustained  as  a  high  council- 
man in  the  East  Provo  Stake.  He 
entered  the  service  of  the  Sunday 
School  General  Board  in  June, 
1960,  which  auxiliary  he  served 
faithfully  and  well  until  his  release 
to  become  bishop. 

Brother  Yarn  will  be  greatly 
missed  by  his  associates  in  the 
Sunday  School.  Quiet  spoken,  and 
bearing  a  generous  portion  of 
courtliness  —  found  all  too  infre- 
quently among  men  today  —  Dr. 
Yarn  couples  a  profound  knowl- 
edge of  the  Gospel  with  adminis- 
trative ability,  warm  friendliness, 
and  an  abiding  testimony.  What 
better  attributes  could  a  man  bring 
to  the  position  of  bishop?  We  wish 
him  Godspeed  in  his  new  appoint- 
ment.  Our  loss  is  the  ward's  gain. 

— Frank  S.  Wise. 


ARCHIBALD    F.    BENNETT 

On  Tuesday,  Jan.  9,  1962,  Supt. 
George  R.  Hill  announced  the  re- 
lease of  Archibald  F.  Bennett  from 
the  General  Board.  Since  1940 
Brother  Bennett  has  served  on  the 
Genealogical  Committee,  where  he 
has  done  a  wonderful  work.  He  is 
the  author  of  the  following  manu- 
als, which  have  been  used  in  this 
department:  Out  of  the  Books;  Ad- 


ventures In  Research;  Proving 
Your  Pedigree;  Saviors  on  Mount 
Zion;  Teaching  One  Another;  and 
Family  Exaltation.  These  books 
have  been  a  great  inspiration  to  the 
members  of  the  genealogical  de- 
partment of  the  Sunday  School. 

Brother  Bennett  has  also  con- 
tributed to  The  Instructor  many 
helpful  articles  pertaining  to  gen- 
ealogical problems.  While  com- 
menting upon  these  books  written 
for  the  Sunday  School,  mention 
should  be  made  of  the  tremendous 
work  Brother  Bennett  performed 
for  the  Genealogical  Society  in  the 
writing  of  their  lessons  for  the 
Junior  and  Senior  classes  for  the 
years  1928-1939. 

Just  recently  he  has  written  and 
published  three  needed  books  for 
the  students  of  genealogy;  namely, 
Advanced  Genealogical  Research; 
A  Guide  for  Genealogical  Re- 
search; and  Finding  Your  Forefa- 
thers In  America, 


In  November  of  1960,  Brother 
Bennett  was  elected  a  "Fellow  of 
the  American  Society  of  Genealo- 
gists," because  of  his  many  written 
contributions  for  the  advancement 
of  genealogical  information,  not 
only  among  those  of  the  Church 
to  which  he  belongs,  but  to  all 
seekers  of  an  understanding  of 
genealogy. 

In  1921  he  and  Ann  Ella  Milner 
were  married  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Temple.  In  1922  Brother  Bennett 
and  his  family  moved  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah.  Here  he  entered  the 
University  of  Utah,  graduating 
with  a  B.A.  degree  in  1925.  In 
1926  he  received  his  Master's  de- 
gree. During  this  time  he  worked 
evenings  in  the  Salt  Lake  City 
Post  Office.  Brother  Bennett  is 
now  preparing  himself  to  receive  a 
Doctor's  degree  from  the  Brigham 
Young  University. 

During  the  time  he  was  going 
{Concluded  on  page  106.) 
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Siasan  crossed  the  plains  in 


Editor's  Note:  This  is  a  true  Pioneer  story. 

SUSAN  was  7  years  old  when  her  father  and 
mother  heard  about  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
and  the  Restored  Church.  Some  missionaries  came 
to  their  home  and  told  them  all  about  it.  They  were 
baptized  so  they  could  be  members  of  this  wonderful 
Church.  Susan  and  her  two  little  brothers  wished 
they  could  be  baptized,  too;  but  they  were  too  young 
and  would  have  to  wait  until  they  were  8  years  old. 

The  family  moved  to  the  place  where  they  could 
be  with  the  other  members  of  the  Church.  People 
living  around  them,  who  did  not  understand  what 
the  Prophet  and  the  missionaries  tried  to  tell  them, 
hated  the  new  Church  and  wanted  everybody  who 
belonged  to  it  to  move  away  from  the  city.  These 
people  were  very  hateful  to  the  members. 

Because  of  this,  members  of  the  Church  decided 
to  leave  and  go  away  off  so  they  could  live  in  peace 
and  be  happy.  They  decided  to  go  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  No  one  but  Indians  lived  there  then; 
and,  in  order  to  get  there,  they  would  have  to  travel 
hundreds  of  miles  over  a  wide  part  of  country  called 
the  plains. 

Susan's  father  and  mother  started  to  get  ready 
to  move  with  the  others  who  were  going.  They 
bought  a  covered  wagon  and  some  oxen,  sold  the 
things  they  could  not  take,  then  purchased  food  and 
clothing  and  other  things  they  would  need  for  the 
long  trip. 

A  short  time  before  they  were  ifeady  to  go,  Susan's 
father  became  very  sick  and  died.  The  mother  and 
Susan  and  her  little  brothers  felt  very,  very  sad. 
They  did  not  know  how  they  could  get  along  without 


(For  Course  4,  lesson  of  May  13,  "The  Value  of  Prayer";  for 
Course  1.  lesson  of  March  11,  "We  Pray  Together  in  Our  Home"; 
for  Course  2,  lesson  of  March  4,  "Heavenly  Father  Planned  for 
Families  to  Pray  Together";  for  Course  6,  lesson  of  April  1,  "Prayer- 
ful—and We  Find  Peace";  and  for  Course  18,  lesson  of  May  20, 
"Prayer.") 


the  dear  father.  What  made  them  even  more  sad 
was  the  thought  that  all  their  friends  would  soon 
leave  for  the  long  trip  to  a  new  home,  and  they 
would  be  left  behind  with  people  who  hated  them 
and  wanted  them  to  go. 

They  knew  that  Heavenly  Father  was  the  only 
One  who  could  help  them,  so  one  night  they  all 
kneeled  down  to  pray.  The  mother  asked  Father  in 
heaven  if  He  would  please  help  them  find  a  way 
to  go  with  their  friends  so  they  would  not  be  left 
there  alone. 

Early  the  next  morning  there  was  a  knock  on 
the  door.  Susan  answered  it.  A  tall,  kind-faced  man 
smiled  down  at  her. 

"Are  you  Brother  Williams'  little  girl?"  he  asked. 

"Yes,  sir,  but  my  papa  .  .  .  ,"  she  started  to  cry. 

The  man  kneeled  down  and  put  his  arms  around 
her. 

"Yes,  dear,  I  just  learned  about  your  papa;  and 
I'm  so  very  sorry.   Is  your  mama  here?" 

"I'll  tell  her,"  Susan  said  and  went  to  the  other 
room  for  her  mother; 

The  man  shook  hands  with  Susan's  mother  and 
said,  "I  just  learned  the  sad  news  about  Brother 
Williams.  I  became  acquainted  with  him  some  years 
ago  when  we  met  at  a  lumber  camp  where  we  were 
both  looking  for  work.  I've  never  forgotten  him;  and, 
when  I  came  here  last  night  to  make  arrangements 
to  go  with  our  people  to  find  a  new  home,  I  asked 
about  him  and  heard  the  news  that  he  had  gone 
to  our  Father  in  heaven." 

"Yes,  he  is  gone.  We  were  getting  ready  for  the 
trip,  too.  But  now  we  will  not  be  able  to  go  with 
the  others,"  Mother  said. 

"That  is  what  I  came  to  see  you  about,"  the  man 


ARCHIBALD  F.  BENNETT 

(Concluded  from  page  105.) 

to  school  and  working,  he  found 
time  to  do  genealogical  research. 
His  efficiency  in  genealogical  work 
was  noted  by  the  members  of  the 
Genealogical  Board;  and  in*  Sep- 
tember of  1928,  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  and  was  appointed 
as  secretary,  which  position  he  held 
until  July  6,  1961,  when  a  new 
board  was  formed.  He  has  served 
as  librarian  since  1929. 

Brother  Bennett  is  a  very  active 


member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  filling 
many  positions  of  responsibility.  In 
Taber,  Canada  he  was  a  Sunday 
School  teacher  and  later  a  coun- 
selor in  the  MIA.  In  1921-1922  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  Taylor 
Stake  MIA.  When  he  moved  to 
Salt  Lake  City,  he  continued  his 
activity,  being  a  Sunday  School 
teacher,  a  counselor  in  the  MIA, 
an  instructor  in  the  elders  quorum 
and  later  in  the  seventies  quorum. 
Brother  Bennett  was  always 
fully  and  prayerfully  prepared  for 


every  Sunday  School  convention 
he  attended,  and  thus  his  classes 
were  always  interesting,  instructive 
and  uplifting.  In  his  clear  and 
concise  way  of  explaining  the  more 
intricate  problems  in  genealogy, 
the  student  felt  he  could  do  his 
research  more  acceptably.  He  has 
a  profound  understanding  of  the 
Gospel,  and  he  loves  to  impart  this 
understanding  to  others.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  in  all  of  his 
activity,  Brother  Bennett  has 
found  great  joy. 

— A.  William  Lund. 


106 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


a  boat 


by  Elsie  C.  Carroll 


Mother  and  children  started  packing  their  belongings  into  the  boat. 
Susan  never  forgot  that  her  trip  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  a  boat  was 
made  possible  by  our  Heavenly  Father  in  answer  to  her  mother's  prayer. 


answered.  "Do  you  believe  the  Lord  hears  and 
answers  our  prayers?" 

"I — I  try  to,"  Susan's  mother  told  him,  thinking 
what  she  had  prayed  for  the  night  before. 

"I  have  a  problem,"  the  visitor  said.  "A  friend 
I  have  in  California,  when  he  heard  that  we  Mormons 
were  going  West,  wrote  and  asked  me  to  bring  a  boat 
he  left  when  he  moved  a  year  ago.  He  asked  me  to 
take  it  as  far  as  we  are  going;  then  he  will  get 
someone  to  bring  it  on  to  him.  I  am  taking  other 
things  for  him,  too,  including  three  men  who  are 
going  to  work  for  him.  He  asked  me  to  find  someone 
to  cook  for  these  men  on  the  way.  I  prayed  I  could 
find  some  one  here  to  help  me.  When  I  heard  about 
you,  the  thought  came  to  me,  "If  Sister  Williams 
and  her  children  could  ride  in  the  boat,  which  is  on 
wheels  and  will  be  covered  like  a  wagon,  and  if  she 
will  cook  for  me  and  these  men,  that  will  help  both 
of  us.   What  do  you  think  about  it?" 

Susan's  mother  wiped  her  eyes.  In  a  moment  she 
said,  "You  asked  if  I  believe  the  Lord  answers 
prayers.    I  do!    Yes,  I  do!" 

And  that  is  how  it  happened  that  Susan  crossed 
the  plains  in  a  boat. 

All  the  things  her  father  and  mother  had  been 
getting  ready  for  the  trip — food,  clothing,  bedding 
and  other  things  they  would  need  along  the  way 
and  in  their  new  home — were  stowed  in  the  boat 
instead  of  the  wagon  they  had  thought  they  were 


going  to  ride  in.  The  wagon  and  oxen  were  sold  for 
money  the  family  needed  badly. 

The  boat  had  more  room  than  a  wagon.  There 
was  a  space  where  the  children  could  play,  and  room 
for  a  pet.  When  the  kind  man  who  had  come  in 
answer  to  their  prayers  saw  Susan  holding  a  cat 
she  thought  she  must  leave  and  crying  because  she 
must  tell  it  good-by,  he  said,  "Bring  your  kitty  along. 
It  won't  take  up  much  room  or  eat  much  food.  It 
will  be  company  for  us  all." 

So  Snowball  crossed  the  plains  in  a  boat,  too; 
and,  on  the  way,  she  added  three  other  tiny  snowball 
kittens  to  the  company. 

Susan  never  forgot  that  trip  and  loved  to  tell 
her  children,  her  grandchildren,  and  even  her  great- 
grandchildren about  the  games  they  played  in  the 
boat,  about  the  stories  Mother  read  to  them,  about 
the  flowers  they  gathered  when  the  wagons — and  the 
boat — stopped  and  they  made  camp  for  the  night, 
about  the  buffalo  herds  they  saw,  and  about  the 
Indians  of  whom  they  were  afraid.  She  told  of  the 
meetings  on  Sundays,  programs  and  dances  around 
the  campfires  at  night — all  the  things  that  made  her 
trip  across  the  plains  seem  like  living  in  an  exciting 
story. 

She  never  ended  without  reminding  herself  and 
her  listeners:  "That  wonderful  trip — crossing  the 
plains  in  a  boat — was  an  answer  to  my  mother's 
prayer." 
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MOTHERS  . . . 
Tlie  Great  Exemplars  of  Love 


by  J.  Mark  Clarke* 


THE  divine  command  to  honor  our  mothers  is 
accompanied  by  promises  of  blessings.  The 
mere  thought  of  mother  brings  a  blessing,  because 
one  cannot  think  of  his  mother  without  an  uplift 
which  makes  him  just  a  little  better.  Surely  there 
has  been  no  other  single  influence  in  our  lives  which 
has  been  more  far-reaching. 

Have  you  ever  wondered  why  it  is  that  our 
mothers  wield  such  an  influence  and  become  so  en- 
shrined in  our  hearts?  The  biological  relationship 
is  not  a  sufficient  explanation.  What  is  the  reason 
for  the  strength  and  leadership  of  mothers  —  a 
strength  and  leadership  which  is  effective  even  after 
they  are  gone?  I  believe  the  reason  is  that  mothers, 
more  than  the  rest  of  us,  embody  the  divine  attri- 
butes of  love  and  that  it  is  the  power  and  example 
of  their  love  which  gives  them  such  a  hold  on  our 
lives. 

What  is  love?  Perhaps  no  other  word  is  so  often 
misused  as  love.  According  to  the  dictionary,  love 
means  "ardent  affection;  superior  regard;  solicitude 
for  the  welfare  of  another."  But  those  who  have 
had  the  great  and  noble  experiences  of  love  know 
that  its  meaning  is  too  complex  to  be  comprehended 
in  any  single  definition. 

Love  means  that  there  is  someone  for  whom  you 
long  to  be  perfect,  or  someone  who  longs  to  be  per- 
fect for  you.  Love  is  not  mere  youthful  passion,  but 
is  changeless  in  its  nature.  Love  is  an  evolution  of 
the  spirit — a  flowering  of  the  soul.  Love  is  never 
found  associated  with  personal  ambition  nor  with 
selfishness.  It  walks  hand  in  hand  with  generosity. 
A  person  may  say  or  think  he  loves  you,  but  if  he 
is  unwilling  to  sacrifice  for  you,  his  love  is  not 
genuine. 

The  true  qualities  of  love  are  honor  and  self- 
sacrifice,  valor  and  patience,  soft  speech  and  modesty, 
faith  and  fidelity,  nobility  and  generosity.  Our 
mothers  have  shown  us  these  qualities  in  action. 

My  own  memories  of  mother  are  of  loving  hands 
at  work  from  earliest  morning  until  late  at  night 
ministering  to  the  many  needs  of  a  husband  and 
ten  children.  She  had  no  vacations,  rest  periods, 
double  pay  for  overtime,  nor  any  of  the  modern  con- 


(For  Course  20,  lesson  of  May  20,  "Eternal  Motherhood";  for 
Course  26,  lesson  of  March  11,  "Unselfishness";  and  for  Mother's  Day 
lessons. ) 

*  Brother  Clarke  is  a  driver  improvement  analyst  for  the  California 
Department  of  Motor  Vehicles.  He  holds  the  LL.B.  degree,  which  he 
received  from  the  University  of  Utah  in  1922,  after  having  served  in 
France  during  World  War  I.  In  the  Church  he  assists  in  the  Southern 
California  Get  Acquainted  Dance  Group.  He  filled  a  mission  to  the 
Northern  States  from  1914  to  1917,  and  among  other  assignments 
has  been  a  Sunday  School  superintendent  and  a  bishop.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Hollywood  Ward,  Los  Angeles  Stake.  Brother  Clarke 
and  his  wife,  Glenna  Bradshaw  Clarke,  have  two  sons,  Ralph  and 
Keith,  and  one  daughter,  Lois  Mae  Manning. 


veniences  to  lighten  her  work.  For  many  years  we 
had  no  electricity.  Our  drinking  water  was  carried 
from  the  center  of  town,  and  other  water  from  the 
creek  in  the  street  in  front  of  our  home.  Fuel  for 
the  kitchen  range  and  for  the  heating  stove  in  the 
front  of  the  house  was  carried  in  from  the  coal  shed. 
Most  of  our  food  was  grown  and  processed  on  the 
premises.  There  was  no  end  to  the  washing,  ironing, 
mending,  cooking,  baking,  housecleaning  and  the 
many  other  chores  involved  in  rearing  a  big  family. 

But  our  three  meals  a  day  were  always  on  time. 
We  were  always  scrubbed  and  cleanly  clothed  and 
ready  for  Church  and  for  school.  And,  most  impor- 
tant of  all,  mother  saw  to  it  that  we  each  received 
the  many  personal  attentions  and  favors  that  only 
a  loving  mother  can  bestow.  I  never  cease  wondering 
how  she  could  accomplish  so  much  with  so  little  in 
the  way  of  spare  time  and  material  possessions. 

A  cynic  would  say,  "How  unfortunate  that  a  love- 
ly young  girl  should  marry  into  such  a  life  of  drudg- 
ery, eventually  lose  her  health  and  spend  her  last 
years  in  a  wheel  chair."  But  a  cynic  could  never 
understand  what  we  all  knew — that  mother  con- 
sidered her  family  a  blessing  and  would  not  have 
willingly  sacrificed  our  needs,  regardless  of  the  cost. 

Reference  to  my  own  mother  has  been  made  not 
because  I  think  she  is  better  than  others,  but  be- 
cause I  can  speak  with  knowledge  and  conviction 
about  a  mother  whose  steadfast  love  is  typical  of 
mothers  generally — yours  as  well  as  mine. 

A  mother's  love  is  generous,  compassionate,  pa- 
tient, and  understanding.  Her  love  has  the  power 
to  endure.   Love  gives  one  strength  for  anything. 

Love  may  have  a  small  beginning;  yet,  properly 
nurtured,  it  may  become  the  greatest  thing  in  the 
world.  Gradually  we  are  learning  that  love  is  the 
foundation  upon  which  man  must  build  his  life  if 
he  would  save  himself  and  others. 

There  are  abroad  in  the  world  two  diverse  spirits 
— the  spirit  of  selfishness,  greed  and  hatred;  and  the 
spirit  of  love.  The  destiny  of  man  depends  on  which 
spirit  prevails.  Every  human  being  can  have  a  share 
in  the  triumph  of  love  by  giving  place  in  his  heart 
to  the  spirit  of  love. 

There  have  been  numerous  attempts  to  conquer 
the  world.  The  undertaking  is  not  impossible,  but 
it  has  been  made  impossible  by  use  of  the  wrong 
means.  Love  can  conquer  the  world.  Only  through 
love  will  the  world  be  ruled.  The  great  exemplars 
of  love  are  our  mothers. 
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Constructive  Commandments  for  fls. 


SCRIPTURAL     QUOTATIONS 


"Jesus  said  unto  him.  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This 
is  the  first  and  great  commandment.  And  the  second  is  like  unto  it, 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  On  these  two  command- 
ments hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets."  —Matthew  22:37-40. 


{  1  )   Thou   shalt   have   no   other   gods    before    me. 

(  2  )   Thou  shalt  not  make   unto  thee   any   graven   image,   .    .   . 

(  3  )   Thou    shalt    not    take    the    name    of    the    Lord    thy    God     in 

vain;  ... 
(  4  )   Remember    the    sabbath    day,    to    keep    it    holy.      Six    days 

shalt   thou    labour,   and    do   all    thy    work. 
(  5  )   Honour  thy  father  and   thy   mother:    that  thy  days   may    be 

long   ... 
(  6)  Thou  shalt  not  kill. 
(  7  )  Thou   shalt  not   commit  adultery. 
(  8  )  Thou    shalt   not  steal. 

(  9  )   Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbour. 
(10)   Thou  shalt  not  covet  .  .  .  any  thing  that  is  thy  neighbour's. 

-Exodus  20:3-17. 


"And  again,  the  Lord  God  hath  commanded  that  men  should  not 
murder  (6);  that  they  should  not  lie  (9);  that  they  should  not  steal  (8); 
that  they  should  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  their  God  in  vain  (3); 
that  they  should  not  envy  (10);  that  they  should  not  have  malice;  that 
they  should  not  contend  one  with  another;  that  they  should  not  com- 
mit whoredoms  (7);  and  that  they  should  do  none  of  these  things;  for 
whoso  doeth   them   shall    perish."  — 2   Nephi   26:32. 


".  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with 
all  thy  might,  mind,  and  strength;  and  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ 
thou  shalt  serve  Him  (1)  (2).  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself. 
Thou  shalt  not  steal  (8);  neither  commit  adultery  (7),  nor  kill  (6),  nor 
do  anything  like  unto  it.  Thou  shalt  thank  the  Lord  thy  God  in  all 
things  (10).  Thou  shalt  offer  a  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  in 
righteousness,  even  that  of  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit.  And 
that  thou  mayest  more  fully  keep  thyself  unspotted  from  the  world, 
thou  shalt  go  to  the  house  of  prayer  and  offer  up  thy  sacraments 
upon  my  holy  day;  for  verily  this  is  a  day  appointed  unto  you  to  rest 
from   your  labors   (4),   and   to   pay   thy   devotions   unto   the   Most   High." 

—Doctrine   and   Covenants  59:5-10. 


(Each    figure    in    parentheses    indicates    reference  to  the  number  of  a  specific  commandment.) 


Chart   and    sources  from    How  to  Spark   Gospel   Learning,    by    Virgil    B.    Smith,    1961;    Inland    West    Distributors, 

Box  8197,  Salt   Lake   City  8,   Utah.    Used   by   permission. 
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This  had  been  another  conven- 
tion in  the  world's  convention  cen- 
ter— Chicago,  that  robust,  folksy 
big  city  with  a  salty  air  and  wind- 
blown hair. 

There  had  been  the  usual  talks 
by  Congressmen  and  specialists 
in  economics,  public  relations,  fi- 
nance, and  international  affairs. 
There  had  been  impressive  recep- 
tions and  glittering  entertainment 
and  exhibits  and  seminars. 

But  I  think  what  I  shall  re- 
member best  about  that  conven- 
tion was  a  line  from  the  youngest 
speaker1  with  the  shortest  talk  at 
the  general  sessions.  He  was  a 
young  advertising  and  personnel 
assistant  from  Baltimore.  He  spoke 
on  how  financial  institutions  can 
increase  their  business.  "What  we 
need,"  he  said,  "are  not  so  many 
go-getters,  but  more  go-givers." 

Business  needs  more  "go-givers" 
all  right.  So  does  the  world  gen- 
erally. 

Since  hearing  that  line  in  Chi- 
cago, I  have  wondered  about  the 
difference  between  an  ordinary 
giver  and  a  "go-giver."  Yesterday 
a  widow  of  many  years  gave  me  an 
answer. 

(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  April  15,  "Sharing 
— and  We  Are  Partners  in  Doing  Good,"  and 
lesson  of  June  10,  "Thoughtful— and  We  Bring 
Happiness  to  Others.") 

^Robert  A.  Mellendick,  at  the  69th  annual 
convention,  United  States  Savings  and  Loan 
League. 


"When  my  husband  passed 
away,"  she  began,  "a  friend  who 
had  lost  her  husband  shortly  before 
told  me  that  people  would  swarm 
around  with  kindness  at  the  time 
of  the  funeral.  Then,  she  said,  the 
remembrances  would  fall  off.  The 
really  lonely  days  would  follow." 

The  widow  continued:  "But 
after  these  many  years,  that  has 
not  been  entirely  true  in  my  case. 
Take  one  of  my  neighbors.  He 
always  saw  that  the  snow  was 
cleared  from  my  paths  during  the 
winters.  Then  he  moved  away. 
But  just  today  he  came  back — to 
clean  up  my  yard.  You  see,  work- 
men had  a  few  days  ago  finished 
putting  new  linoleum  in  my  kit- 
chen. Scraps  of  old  floor  covering 
were  piled  in  the  rear  of  my  home. 
My  former  neighbor  took  the 
scraps  away  in  his  truck.  He  also 
cleaned  out  old  flower  pots  and 
left  my  yard  tidy.  On  other  trips 
to  see  me,  he  will  change  burned 
out  light  bulbs  which  his  eyes 
catch.  He  does  so  many  little 
things  to  help.  And  his  kindness 
keeps  repeating  year  after  year 
after  year. 

"There  are  others,  too,"  she 
smiled.  "Two  couples  particularly 
have  been  so  thoughtful  through 
the  years.  They  have  taken  me 
for  car  rides  into  the  country.  At 
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times  they  call  for  me  to  go  out  to 
dinner.  When  my  sister  passed 
away,  one  of  the  women  took  me 
for  a  ride  to  take  off  the  pressure. 
A  similar  kindness  came  while  my 
daughter  was  undergoing  surgery. 
Post  cards  continue  to  come  from 
those  folks  when  they  are  away 
on  trips.  They  often  call  to  in- 
quire, to  drop  a  word  of  encourage- 
ment. They  always  seem  to  be 
near  when  I  need  a  lift. 

"Then  there  is  another  thought- 
ful man,"  she  recalled.  "He  was 
my  husband's  friend.  Once  a  year, 
for  15  years  now,  he  has  brought 
a  cake  to  my  home — and  he  is  a 
very  busy  business  executive." 

What  is  the  difference  between 
an  ordinary  giver  and  a  "go-giver?" 
That  woman  would  probably  say 
that  the  ordinary  giver  gives  once; 
a  "go-giver's"  kindness  goes  on  and 
on.  It  goes  beyond  the  funeral. 
It  keeps  repeating.  It  knows  no 
end. 

The  greatest  Giver  of  all  gave 
that  way.  Matthew  concludes  his 
account  of  the  earthly  life  of  Jesus 
with  His  words  to  the  eleven  on  a 
mountain.  To  them,  He  con- 
cluded: ".  .  .  And,  lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world.  Amen."2 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 

"Matthew  28:20. 


